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a, 0 natal from He: 16. 


he consideration of the appropriations before we have correct 
jasormpation upon the amount of a probable income: There- 


fore, , 

Resolved, That this appropriation hill be laid aside inform- 
ally; and that a committee be appointed to inquire and report 
upon the probable revenue; to report a bill, arranging the du- 
ges upon imports so as LO raise the largest amount of revenue; 


aod further to report upon the best mode of retrenching ex- 
pensed, 80 a8 LO make the revenue meet the expenses. 


The CHAIR said the ‘resolution was not in or- 


sit members: ‘It is not offered.” 

Mr. HOLMES said he now gave notice of his 
intention to offer the resolution, and also of his in- 
tention to move that a committee be appointed, 
whose duty it should be to examine into the causes 
of a failure in the revenues of the Government; to 
report to the House the proper means to be resorted 
to, to supply the deficiency; and to report whether 
it was net proper to cut down—not the navy, not 
the army, not the civil list—bat all andevery salary 
andemolument now enjoyed by any person in the 
employ of the Government, in a horizontal scale, 


The question was now presented, whether we 
should have a Government such as Mr. Jefferson 
wanted, and which he (Mr. H.) did not want; ora 
Government such as the experience of the last war 
taught us was the most proper—a Government 
wih adequate means of defence. It must, he 
thought, be evident that we could not carry on our 
Government with a revenue of $10,000,000, unless 
we abandoned our navy—not wiib such a revenue, 
unless we Were content io have a passive com- 
merce. It was needlessto think of keeping ships 
inevery quarter of the globe, without a navy to 
entorce their rights and the decrees of this Govern- 
ment. Now, whilst he wished to sustain our com- 
merce, we had before us the discovery that our 
means were decreasing, whilst our expenditures 
were increasing. The resources on which alone 
we had to rely, were those derived, in the first 
place, from a tax On commerce, and, in the second, 
from direct taxation. What was the present 
position of our commerce? In 1816, our trade 
was in the most flourishing condition, and all 
countries were tributaries to the United States. 
Then was introduced a system of indirect taxation, 
for the benefit of internal industry. The encour- 
agement given to internal industry kad the effect 
of diminishing imports, and of breaking down 
commerce. As commerce decreased, so did the 
duties derived by Government from imports. The 
failure of the one produced a failure of the other. 
What was the answer of these friends of home in- 
dustry, when the prediction was made, that, by 
fostering it, we should diminish commerce, and 
lessen the duties derivable from imports? They 
‘aid, when import duties fail, tax those establish- 
ments and pursuits which your policy bas reared. 
The time had now arrived when this prediction was 
verified, and when, by pushing the tax upon com- 
merce to an extreme, for the benefit of these domes- 
lic establishments, the revenue had failed. There 
must either be a resort to commerce, by reducing 
the tariff; or to excises and other direct taxes, as 
held out by the advocates of home industry, when 
commerce was first taxed for their benefit. But 
did any ene believe that if a tax of 20 per cent. 
Were imposed upon all the iron, coal, cloth, 
spirits, and other articles manufactured in the 
United States, it would be paid? Most assuredly 
hot. Were such a measure to be carried, he be- 
lieved that it would excite an insurrection, in com- 
parison with which the famous “‘whiskey insurrec- 
ion” would be but as a small breeze to the howl- 
ing Storm. Could gentlemen seriously think of 


axing the wheat of Indiana or I!linois, the cotton 


of Mississippi, the means of exhausted Maryland? 
States could not now support their State 
Governments. They could, with difficulty, strug- 
gle against the weight of indebtedness upon them. 
All other measures would be of no avail, except 
4 modification of the tariff and a revival of free 
+ However painful it might be to the manu- 
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not whether their interests should suffer, but whether 
this great Republic should survive or perish. The 
tariff must be brought down to the sole objects of 
revenue—the revenue point. There was one point, 
which, whenever arrived at, produced smuggling; 
and also a point which was too low, because a 
higher one would produce more revenue. Genile- 
men might depend upon it, should tke present 
tariff be allowed to remain in force two more years, 
there would be litle or no revenue atall. He 
had lately seen a letter from Mr. Everett, our 
minister at London, in which it was stated that 
he had asceriained, beyond a doubt, that the 
most extensive preparations were making to carry 
onasysiem of smuggling along the whole of our 
frontier. He had also been told by a friend who 
was acquainted with the lake trade, that great prep- 
arations were making for smuggiing. [A voice: 
‘What are they?”] A large amount of capital had 
been invested in eiecting warehouses, and in the 
construction of vessels suited to the business. An 
efficient police was also engaged to further the de- 
signs of smugglers, and thereby enable them to 
bring in goods at a cost of from 10 to 12 per cent. 
to the American merchant. 


He called attention to what the Whigs of the 
present Congress had done. Did they dream, when 
they created the present high tariff, that in less 
than six months the revenue would lapse into one- 
half of what they estimated? Was it not their 
duty to propose some mode of relief? They said 
their hands were tied, and that they had not the 
executive power. The Democrats contended 
that they were not responsible, being then ina 
minority. The Executive could notact, because 
Congress was not with him. Congress would not, 
because it was divided into parties. Parties would 
not, because they were engaged in President-ma- 
king. Thus, whi'st the question with us was, wheth- 
er a Northern or a Southern man should be Presi- 
dent, the Government was gradually going to 
decay. . 


He should not vote for any diminution of sala- 
ries, unless he could carry ont a total reform. He 
wished members would come to the rescue. The 
peeple, he felt assured, wculd take matters in their 
own hands, unless Congress should soen act as be- 
came it. Congress should cut down the salaries of 
its own members, as well as the salaries of ¢ fficers 
of the Government. Such a measure—general in 
its character—would, he thought, have a salutary 
effect. Let not gentlemen talk of cutting down the 
navy only. Let them not say that its officers were 
idle and dissipated. Pass this reduction of their 
pay alone, and it would be a direct censure cast 
upon them. He referred to the situation of the 
country during the last war, when dismay was 
spread over the land, and when the hearts of some 
of the stoutest patriots quailed atthe thought that 
our country had too hastily entered into a contest 
with England. Nothing but the achievements of 
the navy dispersed the gloom, and enabled us to end 
the war in one blaze cf glory. He related several 
anecdotes of our navy, and also of the British ser- 
vice, in order to illustrate his position, that it was 
not necessary to the efficiency of the navy that its 
cflicers should always be fighting, or, like Nan- 
tucket whalers, always on the ocean. 


He was, in time of peace, for keeping the navy 
in a State of efficiency to be prepared for war; and 
deprecated Mr. Jefferson’s Chinese policy, which 
prevented the growth of that arm of national de- 
fence. Did gentlemen expeci—with our mer- 
chants competing with Great Britain in every 
clime, in the sale of those manufactures so essen- 
tial to her existence, and contesting with her the 
carrying trade, which enabled her mercantile ma- 
rine to keep up her military marine—ihat we 
should escape from the same attack that was made 
on China, if our navy should be dismantled? Gen- 
tlemen from the West, who were so mush opposed 
to appropriations for an efficient navy, thought 
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themselves perfectly ensconced behind the moun- 
tains, and as secure from the British Paixhan guns 
as a tortoise within her shell is from the birds and 
beasts of prey; but they might find themselves 
mistaken. He declared it as his belief that, with- 
out the protection of an efficient navy, there was 
nota pointin the country watered by our rivers 
that would not be assailed by British cannon from 
their steamships, in the event of a war with that 
power. The Atlantic and the Gulf were admitted 
to be assailable by all; but gentlemen thought that 
the mighty rivers of the interior were safe. There 
was not one of them that wasso. Did any gen- 
‘leman suppose that the Brilish steamships could 
not run up the Mississippi, and Jay the towns on 
its banks under eontribution? Whoever doubted 
it, doubted the application of means to ends. Nay, 
r ore; there were the Northern lakes, which could 
be covered by British fleets before any preparation 
could be made to meet them. Gentlemen were 
aware that ships from Liverpool, of one thousand 
tons, cou'd now enter Lake Ontario, throvgh the 
Welland Canal. Suppose a war should be declared 
with England. Their steamships could go up the 
canal, take possession of every lake, take posses- 
sion of the peninsula of Michigan—go up the 
Mississippi, and take possession of the towns on 
its banks; and where were we, withouta navy, to 
meet them? What dependence was there on the 
much-vaunted Western rifle? Why, we might as 
well attempt to take possession of the rock of Gib- 
raltar with the arrows of the Indian, as to assail 
one of these mighty engines with rifles. 


Now, his proposition to each and every member 
of the House was this: to pul their hands on their 
hearts, and resolve to extricate the country at 
once ircm the difficulties in which it is involved; 
that a committee be appointed to inquire into the 
best mode of accomplishing that object, and adapt- 
ing the remedy to the situation of the country and 
its resources, without any regard to sectional in- 
terests or to President-making. Mr. H. referred 
to the embarrassed state of the treasury, the de- 
ficiency of revenue under the late high tariff, and 
the growing increase of the public debi; and showed 
that, without some adequate measure of relief, the 
country would soon be driven to the alternatives 
spoken of by the gentlemen {1:m Georgia, [Mr. 
Cooper,|—of direct taxation, or the abolishment 
of the navy and army. Extensive preparations 
were making for smuggling goods into the coun- 
try, which would reduce our 1evenues from im- 
ports io a still lower state. Under these circam- 
stances, he appealed to gentlemen to lay aside party 
feelings and sectional interests, and adapt their 
legislation to the welfare of the whole country. 
It was not now a question whether one interest 
should be fostered at the expense of another, nor 
whether the people could live under a smuggling 
trade; but whether the Government should be 
carried on. 


Mr. WHITE of Indiana observed that, from 
the commencement of this session down to the 
present hour, it had become extremely fashionable 
among that portion of the members who were 
pleased to term themselves the Democracy, to 
avail themselves of every occasion to denounce 
the Whig party—denounce their principles, and 
impeach their motives of action. The speech of 
the gentleman from South Carolina, (Wr. Hotmes,} 
just delivered, was a continuation of these attacks; 
and he could wish that the province of defending 
his party had fallen into abler and better hands. 
He had, some days since, determined to take the 
first opportunity to make that defence; and, weak 
as it m'ght be, he would now make it. It would 
be well if gentlemen of the Democracy, before 
they denounced the frinciples of the Whigs, would 
declare what their principles were. The Whigs, 
they said, were the high tariff party, the distribu- 
tion party, and the bank of the United States par- 
ty; but what were their principles? There seemed 
to be a difference of opision among gentlemen of 
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the Democratic party as to what Whig principles 
were. One gentieman declared that the Whigs 
had no principles, and had pone io 1840; another 
gentieman said thatin 1840 they had principles, 
but that they were most deiestab'e and profligate; 
and another gentleman said that they had one set 
of principles for the North, and another for the 
South. Now, with this diversity of opinion as to 
what Whig principles were, he should like to 
know whether those of the Democratic party were 
better defined. If the gentleman from South Car- 
olina was to be believed, free trade was one of the 
cardinal principles of Democracy. He asked 
the gentlemen from the North if they were 
prepared to adopt free trade as one of their 
principles, The gentleman from New York 
opposite to him (Mr. McKeon] said that free 
trade was the true policy of the country; 
and another gentleman from the same State (Mr. 
R. D. Davis] was for free trade, direct taxes, no 
laws for the collection of debts, and the universal 
righ's of man. Weil, be would call Mr. John 
C. Calhoun to the stand—one of the leaders of the 
Democracy in the other branch of the Legislature, 
the candidate of a large portion of bis party for the 
Presidency, and, be might be permitted to add, 
one of the mcst consistent of the Democratic lead- 
ers. 

{Here Mr. W. read a quotation from a speech 
of Mr. Caihoun of the last session, ending with 
the assertion that the whole Democratic party was 
rallied under the banners of free trade, in favor of 
iree trade. } 

Here be had the testimony of the gentleman 
from South Carolina, [Mr. Hotmes,] and of two 
gentlemen from New York, [Messrs. McKeon and 
Davis,] that free trade was one of the cardinal 
priociples of Democracy, and, above all, that of 
the great leader of a large portion of them—one 
whom he was bound to declare that he believed to 
be as honest a man as ever breathed the political 
atmosphere, and, whatever might be said of his 
changes of opinion on political subjects, there was 
no spot or blemish either on his public or private 
character. He alluded to John C, Calhoun, who 
made the declaration. 

Now, he asked Northern gentlemen on that floor, 
who could deceive their Seuthern colleagues no 
longer, if they were in favor of those principles 
of free trade as the cardinal principles of Democ- 
racy? He appealed to the Representative of the 
district in which Mr. Van Buren, the great leader 
ot Northern Democracy, resided. 

Mr. R. McCLELLAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
respond. If by free trade 1am to understand di- 
rect taxation, 1am opposed te free trade. But if, 
by free trade, lam to understood low duties and 
low taxation, then I am in favor of free trade. 
(Cries ot “That’s right.”’] 

Mr. WHITE said he asked the gentleman if he 
was ia favor of free trade; and that gentleman re- 
plied, by asking him what free trade meant. 

Mr. McCLELLAN. Well, sir, I will tell the 
gentleman what I mean, so plainly that he shall not 
misunderstand me. 

Mr. WHITE refused to yield the floor to the 
genileman from New York for that purpose. He 
then went on to observe that the Democratic mem- 
bers were afraid of committing themselves before 
their constituents; and asked if the Southern Dem- 
ocrats were in favor of free trade, and the North- 
ern Democrats were not, whether there were not in 
the Democratic ranks, divisions similar to thove with 
which the Whig party had been taunted. He 
further alluded to the triumph claimed by Northern 
Democratic presses, which attributed the paisage 


of the tariff bill to the vote of Mr. Silas Wright of | 


the United States Senate; and to the course pur- 
sued by Southern Democratic presses, by which 
odium was piled upon the Whig party for the pas- 
sage of that same bill; but when the Demccrats 
from those two divisions of the country met on 
ibis floor, they were as gentle as cooing doves. He 
should then assume that free trade was a cardinal 
principle of the Democratic creed; while, on the 
other side, protection of American industry was 
ihe opposing parly principle; and so far the posi- 
tion of the two parties was understood. But he 


would ask the free-trade advoeates, if their doc- | 
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trines should prevail, how they would supply the 
deficiency which would be thereby created? Not 
from customs. Not from import duties. Not by 
faxing the commerce of foreign nations. They 
were told there were two courses—the one taxing 
commerce, and the oiber direct taxation. If the 
principles of free trade should prevail, direct taxa- 
tion would be inevitable; and he would show to 
the House what the burdens imposed on each 
State would be under such a system, from a table 
which he had prepared on the basis of the last 
census. 

The honorable gentleman read his tabular state- 
ment, and went into a series of commentaries on 
the oppressive nature of such taxation, particularly 
on bis own State, which was made to pay the in- 
terest of existing obligations. He commented 
further on the doctrines of particular gentlemen on 
that floor, and on the inequalities which were ob- 
servable in the benefits of their legislation between 
the Western and the Atlantic States, and conciu- 
ded with remarks on the motives by which he was 
himself actuated. 

Mr. FILLMORE said he merely rose to see if 
it would be in order to say something about the 
bill before the committee. He knew that many 
gentlemen wished to propose amendments; and he 
had hoped that the debate would have been carried 
on upon these amendments. The bill must be 
passed: and, as nothing had been said about it, he 
would call attention to the estimates from tbe de- 
partment, and the appropriations recommended by 
the Committee of Ways and Means; and, also, he 
would call attention to a statement from the Navy 
Department, showing where reductions might be 
made, without materially interfering with the ser- 
vice. According to the estimate sent from the de- 
pariment, the sum of $4,020,062 46 was asked for as 
requisite for the naval service and the marine corps 
during the first half of the calendar year 1843. 
Now the commitiee recommended an appropriation 
of $3,663,978 21 for the same object; thus effect- 
ing a reduction of $356,084 25. For the fiscal 
year from June, 1843, to Jane, 1844, the depart- 
ment estimated the amount required for the service 
at $7,318 021 71. The committee reduced the 
amount to $6,248,079 25. Reduction on the year, 
$1,069,942 46. Total reduction by the committee 
trom the estimates of the Navy Department during 
the half calendar year and the fiscal year, 
$1,426,026 71. 

[Several members: “Give us the heads of reduc- 
tion.”’} 

Mr. F. said he could rot now state the various 
heads of reduction; one i'em, however, he would 
state, and that was $500,000 in the item for the in- 
crease, repair, and armament of the navy during 
the half calendar year. The committee also made 
reductions by cutting off the appropriations for 
new works at navy-yards, 

Mr. MALLORY rose and inquired what rule 
was adopted by the committee in scaling these 
appropriations. He observed, from reading the 
bill, that a large amount was proposed for the 
navy yard at Portsmouth, N. H., and also for Bos- 
ton; whilst there was very little for the Southern 
stations—Pensacola and Gosport. He wished to 
know the reason of this distinction. 

Mr. FILLMORE said that the committee acted 
on the principle of striking out all appropriations 
for the establishments of new works at navy-yards. 
Mr. MALLORY said the reason would not ap- 
ply in the case of the reduction of the appropria- 
tion for Gosport, Va. 

Mr. FILLMORE. Why? 

Mr. MALLORY said because the appropriations 
proposed for the Gosport navy-yard did not con- 
iemplate new works, but were for old ones. 

Mr. FILLMORE remarked that this case, and 
the remark of the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. 
Ma ttory,] showed how little atiention was paid to 
the concerns of the navy. By reference to the es- 
timates of last session, it would be seen that an ap- 
propriation of $36,000 was asked to build a new 
store-house at the Gosport navy-yard. The com- 
mittee struck out the item, on the ground that it 
contemplated a new work. The House acquiesced 
in their decision, and struck the item from the bill. 
Notwithstanding this decision, the Navy Depart- 


| ment took $15,000, (which had been appropriates 
towards viher objects,) and applied it to the com. 
mencement of this new work, for which additiona| 
appropriations were now wanted. 

Mr. MALLORY said that the explanation of ih, 
gentleman did not reach the objection be had 
raised: it went aroucd and about ihe objeciiy 
without reaching it. Mr. M. was understood o 
say that the appropriation asked for contemplaie 
the completion of a quay dock, instead of the put. 
ling up of new works. 

Mr. FILLMORE inquired whether the genije. 
man had looked into the estimates of last year 
sent from the department? 

Mr. MALLORY said he had not. 

Mr. FILLMORE said that these estimates as. 
sumed such a Protean shape, that it was often jx. 
possible to trace them, and find out for what ob. 
ject the appropriations were wished; but, whenever 
the committee did ascertain it, their object was). 
ways to cut off those which were for the commenep. 
ment of new works. 

As the present state of the treasury had been 
brought to the notice of the House, he felt it his 
duty to say something in relation to it. He would 
call attention to the estimates sent from the Navy 
Department, in order that the House might see op 
what data the Committee of Ways and Means 
had acted. The department had put down the sums 
required for the several squadrons in the Mediter. 
ranean, the Pacific, the Brazifian station, the East 
Indies, the coast of Africa, and the home squadron; 
and in another table, it had specified, after carry. 
ing out the amount required for all, the sum re. 
quired for each vessel of a distinct class. Thus, 
the House might, if it saw fit, diminish the foree 
of the navy as it pleased, by specifying any par. 
ticular vessel which should not be put in commis 
sion. He merely stated this fact, in order that the 
House might pursue its own pleasure. He was nol, 
however, instructed by the Committee of Ways 
and Means to make any motion having for its ob- 
ject a reduction. 

Mr. MERIWETHER rose to ask a question. 

Mr. FILLMORE yielded; and expressed a wil- 
lingness to answer. 

Mr. MERIWETHER wished to know whether 
the bill did not propose an increase of $600,000 
above the amount last year expended in paying 
the navy? 

Mr. FILLMORE. Very likely. 

Mr. MERIWETHER said he made it $598 000. 
There was, also, according to his estimate, a sur- 
plus fund now on hand, amounting to $490 000, ap- 
plicable to this object. 


Mr. FILLMORE observed that the estimates of 
last year were cut down. He was also understood 
to say that the ameunt proposed to be appropriated 
by the item could not be reduced, without taking 
from the officers of the navy what they were enli- 
tled to by law. a 

He would say that a most strange proposition 
had been this morning submitted by the gentleman 
from South Carolina, [Mr. Houmes,] to lay all the 
appropriation bills on the table. It was, indeed, a 
grave charge which that gentleman brought against 
the Whig party, when he said that they were, last 
session, disposed to withhold the appropriations for 
carrying on the Government. It was with sur- 
prise that he to-day heard, for the first time, at 
this late hour of the session, when only enough 
time was left to act upon the appropriation and 
upon other necessary bills, a proposition to lay all 
appropriation bills on the table, and not appropri: 
ate a dollar until the ways and means should have 
been provided. It did seem io him extraordinaty 
that this objection should come from that side of 
the House to which the gentleman belonged, at (his 
late day. 

He would now say a word or two upon the means 
of carrying on the Government. The only com- 
munication which the Committee of Ways and 
Means bad received from the Treasury Depatt- 
ment, and the only basis of information on which 
they had to act, was the financial report of the 
Secretary, laid before the House in December last. 
Without enumerating the details of that report, 
and the estimates of the Secretary, he would merely 
state that the result arrived at by that officer was, 
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that, on the Ist July, 1844, there would be a 

balance jn the treasury, over and above the de- 

mands Upon it, of $1,635,871 Ol. } 
Mr. SMITH ot Virginia rose, and inquired 


whether the gentleman from New York, as chair- , 


man of the Commitiee of Ways and Means, bad 
come to the same conclusion. ea 

Mr. FILLMORE said he could arrive at no other 
from the same dala. , 

Mr. WISE said the answer given to his col- 
jeague (Mr. Smira] did not satisfy him. Did the 
entleman from New York mean to vay that, from 
the data furnished by the Secretary of the Treasury, 
he could come to no other ccnclusion? He would 
ask the gentleman whether he had not looked to 
ether data than that furnished him by the Treasury 
Department? Was not the gentieman’s own opin- 
jon different? Had not the gentleman endeavored 
io form an opinion upon other data? 

Mr. FILLMORE said he would take pleasure 
in answering any questions that might tend to en- 
lighten the members on this subject. 

Mr. WISE said he put his questions in all good 
faith. , 

Mr. FILLMORE remarked that the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means, with the many labors im- 
posed upon them, were necessarily compelled to 
rely upon the information which they might re- 
ceive from the Treasury Department in relation to 
the receipts and expenditures of this Government. 
The committee supposed that, inasmuci as the Sec- 
retary communicated his estimate of the receipts 
and expenditures on the 1$th of December, if any 
circumstance had since occurred to induce him to 
believe thathe had made a mistake in his esti- 
mates, he would have corrected them before, this. 
As nocommunication had been received from him, 
either by the committee or by the House, from that 
day to this, it was to be presumed that his esti- 
mates were correct. Sofarfrom the committee 
having received any imformation that the report of 
the Secretary was not to be relied on—after wait- 
ing for a long time, and after hearing it announced 
from day to day, in that hail, that the estimates of 
the department could not be relied on, he, by di- 
rection of the committee, addressed a letter to the 
Secretary on the 31st of January, asking for in- 
formation. He would read that letter to the 
House; but, before he did so, he would remark that 
no answer had been received from the Secretary. 

He then read a copy of the letter he had ad- 
dressed to the Secretary, from which the reporter 
gathered that he reqaesied the Secretary to state— 
Ist, (he amount of treasury notes issued, and when 
due; 2d, the amount of treasury notes issued, on 
which the interest is payable semi-annually; 3d, 
theamount of the loan taken, distinguishing be- 
(ween that taken last session, and that taken re- 
cently; 4th, the amount of the loan and treasury 
notes authorized, but not ivsued; 5ih, the estimated 
levenue for the calendar year 1843; and 6th, the 
estimated expenditure daring the same period, 
under each general head. These inquiries were 
sent by him to the Secretary on the 3lst of Janu- 
ary. He had since received no response. 

Mr. WISE. With all due deference 

Mr. FILLMORE. In addition to this, he would 
Sale that, on the same day, he addressed a letter 
lo \be Secretary, asking for his opinions upon the 
proposed modification of the tariff, and stating that 
ihe committee were waiting to see what he had to 
recommend. 

Mr. WISE remarked that it was the practice for 
the House to take the data furnished by the Secre- 
lary of the Treasury, and also the da‘a furnished 
by the Committee of Ways and Means, in passing 
‘Ss appropriation bills. Both were responsible, and 
both bound to inquire into the financial affairs of 
ikbeGovernment. The gentleman from New York 
said that it was the duty of the Secretary of the 
Treasury to furnish data on which to act in making 
appropriations. He asked, was it not the duty of 
ihe committee also to make inquiries? He wished 
0 know whether—as doubts had been expressed in 
relation to the correctness of the Secretary’s esti- 
Mates—the Commitiee of Ways and Means had, 
for themselves, made inquiry into the matter, and 
Vhat opinion they had formed? He had a right to 
know their views. 
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Mr. FILLMORE said he knew not what would 


be the amount of imports the present year. He 
could not undertake to make anestimate. Bat, he 
would say, that he was not before aware that it was 
the daty of the Committee of Ways and Means to 
correspond with the collectors of our ports, in or- 
der to ascertain what would be the amount of du- 
ties on imports. The only source on which they 
had to rely was the department, which they held 
responsible for furnishing correct information. 

Mr. WISE said he was not yet satisfied. He 
wished to know the gentleman’s opinion upon the 
data before him. 

Mr. FILLMORE said he had already given 
that. 

Mr. WISE bad not heard it. 

Mr. FILLMORE said that if the data of the 
Secretary were correct, his result was (rue—if oth- 
erwise, not. After a few remarks expressing his 
regret that the deficiency in the revenue occurred 
when there was so little time left to remedy it, he 
concluded by expressing the hope that the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. Meni- 
WETHER] would be withdrawn, and offered, if the 
gentleman thought proper to persist in it, when a 
more appropriate bill came up. He referred to the 
retrenchment bill of the gentleman from Tennes- 
see, [Mr. ARNOLD,} which had been made the spe- 
cial order for Tuesday next. 

Mr. STANLY read an amendment—which, he 
said, he intended to offer at the proper time-—re- 
ducing the number of ships employed on foreign 
Stations, effecting a reduction of about $100,000. 
Mr. S. then briefly opposed the amendment of the 
gentleman from Georgia, and defended and eulo- 
gized the officers of the navy. 

Mr. SMITH of Virginia said that this amend- 
ment would have no effect; for the officers would 
receivé their pay, whether they went to sea or 
not. 

Mr. CHARLES BROWN observed that, at this 
late period of the day, he would not say all that he 
should have said yesterday and the cay before, had 
he then obtained the floor. He now wished to say 
something in relation to this navy bill, and 
also to say a few words to the gentleman from 
Indiana, (Mr. Wairz.}] Some gentlemen contended 
that this bill was not the appropriate one in which 
to begin retrenchment; that it ought to be done in 
a general bill, embracing all the departments of the 
Government. Now, he thought they had better 
make the reduction here; and if it should be super. 
seded in ancther bill, there certainly would not be 
a double reduction. He thought that the reduction 
of the pay of some of the officers was too great; 
while there were others that ought to be reduced; 
for in the bill regulating the pay of the navy, pass- 
ed in 1835, that House raised the salaries of some 
of the officers up higher than was recommended by 
the Secretary of the Navy. The gentleman from 
Virginia had referred to the neglect of appropria- 
tions for some of the navy-yards; but he could 
show that there was great partiality and injustice 
in some of them. The appropriation for Ports- 
mouth, New Hampshire, for instance, $40,000 
was for permanent improvements, in order to en- 
large that yard, and place it on the same footing 
with others. The appropriation for the yard at 
Boston was for the same purpose; while the com- 
mittee had stricken out of the appropriation for the 
Philadelphia navy-yard, what the department had 
recommended as indispensable—giving only $4,000 
to that yard, instead of the $28,000 which was rec- 
ommended. This, too, was done, while they gave 
$40,000 to the little yard at Portsmouth, and $40,- 
000 to the yard at New York; though it was not 
yet decided whether the improvements were neces~ 
sary or not. When the proper time came, he should 
offer an amendment increasing the appropriation 
for the Philadelphia navy-yard, though he should 
not be allowed to advocate and explain it. 

He would now say afew words to the gentle- 
man from Inciana, (Mr. Wuire,] who voted for 
taking this bill out of the commitiee at two o’clock, 
and yet consumed one hour to day without saying 
one word in relation toit. That was a sample of 
the whole Whig party. They talked a great deal 
of retrenchment and reform, while their wh«le ac- 
tion tended to extravagance. They voted for eve- 
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ry appropriation, while they declared to the people 
that their object was economy; and they might tell 
them, too, how they prevented these Locofocos from 
If it was not 
for the hour rule which they had adopted, and the 
resolation for taking bills out of the Committee of the 
Whole, debates might go on, and something like re- 
trenchment and retorm might grow out of them; 
but these gentlemen thought they had economized 
enough when they saved time by suppressing debate. 
Alier all, what good had resulted from ig?) There 
never was a session in which there was so much 
useless debate, and so much unnecessary consump- 
tion of the time of the House—andall by the differ 

ent members of the Whig party wrangling with 
each other. Weeks after weeks had passed in 
debate, without hearing a Demecrat’s voice, while 
the Whigs were denouncing each other and de- 
nouncing everybody. 

Mr. KING here made some observation, which 
was not heard by the reporter. 

Mr. C. BROWN. Did you not vote for the 
gag rule? 

Mr. KING. No,I did not. 

Mr. C. BROWN. Did you not vole for the 
rule allowing a resolution to be offered to take a 
biil out of committee at a few hours’ warning? 

Mr. KING admitted that he did. 

Mf.C. BROWN then said that, if the gentleman 
would put a loaded gun inthe hands of a madman, 
he must not complain of the consequences. Well, the 
Whig party bad accomplished all their objects; and 
what had they or the country gained by it? They car- 
ried their land distribution measure, and the money 
was sent to the States; but had the people been bene- 
fitted by i? They had passed their bankrupt bill; 
had the people approvedof it? They had passed 
their bigh tariff; had the people approved it, or bad 
it replenished the treasury? [Here some gentle- 
iman asked Mr. B. if he did not vote for it.] The 
gentleman asked if he voted for it. Yes, he did; and 
would to God he could have voted for their bank 
bill, in order that the people might see how de- 
lusive were the promises of relief and prosperity 
it held out to them. 


He had voted for the tariff bill as an honest poli- 
tician, though he did not believe that it would do 
any good. He wanted it to go before the people, 
and show them, by its practical results, that all the 
promises of prosperity held out in its behalf were 
uiterly false. The Whigs had been holding meet- 
ings in his district, promising good times, constant 
employment to laborers and mechanies, and good 
wages, if they could only get a tariff bill passed. 
Well, the bill was passed; and what was the con- 
sequence? Why, instead of constant employ- 
ment and good wages, wages were reduced, 
and numbers were discharged. Such was the 
result of Whig promises. They had their dis- 
tribution act, their bankrupt law, and their 
bigh tariff; for all of which great promises 
were made: and now that the country had repudi- 
ated them, they were abandoning these measures 
themselves. Much had been said about the cur- 
rency;and he would ask if there was not enough 
for the greatest advocate of a paper curgency in 
the exchequer bill before the House? ould the 
Whig party go before the people, and say that they 
wanted more currency than this bill would give 
them? Or would they go before the people, and 
say that the paper of a national bank would bea 
better currency than the paperof the exchequer 
founded on the revenues of the Government and 
the public lands? The Whig party had everything 








‘ they wanted; and, with all their objects accomplish- 


ed, what had been the verdict of the people? Where, 
in this vast republic, had they been able to keep their 
ground? 

[Some one answered Mr. B: “In Georgia.”] 

He had heard it said, when, at the ‘last elec- 
tion for membersto the next Congress in Georgia, 
the entire Whig delegation was defeated, that their 
defeat was caused by General Apathy. Now that 
they had been able to get one crumb of comfort by 
the election of one member forthe tail of the session, 
they hailed itas a great triumph and a glorious vie- 
tory. Bat might not that result have been caused by 
General Apathy also? He would ask any gentle- 
man from Georgia to rise in his place, and say that 
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"he result of that election was cauced by a single | 
measure of this session. Was this gentleman (Mr. 
Crawrorp] elecied to make a national bank? Was 
he elected to perpetwate the high tariff? He had 
not seen the gentleman’s votes yet; but he wonld 
vote differently from the Whigs of his section of 
the country if he voted for any of these meas- 
ures. Now for retrenchment; for nothing was 
more potent at the last elections than that sebject. 
‘There was not a district in this Union in which the 
Whig candiJates did not go before the people upon 
the extravagant expenditures of the last Adminis- 
tration. Everywhere they imputed to that Admin- 
istration ¢xiravagant waste of the public money, 
and high salaries. Now, let them put their hands 
on a single retrenchment they had effected. Why, 
sO notorious was their Opposition to retrenchment, 
that the member from Tennessee, one of their par- 
ty, (Mr. ARnon,] admitted that he principally re- 
lied on the Democrats to carry his bill threugh, 
(No, 548.) 

Yesterday, it was true, they punished one solitary 
man by cutting cff baif his salary; and last session, 
the only man they reduced was the man who car- 
ries wood and brings water. They did not reduce 
the pay of the pages, as was alleged. If they knew 
of any extravagance in the Government, it was 
their duty, as honest men, to put an end to it when 
they got into power. But they had not done so 
Let them but show a general movement at re- 
trepchment and reform, and he would answer for 
Democrals enough to enable them tocarry itthrough. 
Where would they begin retrenchment, he asked 
them, if this bili was not the place fori'? The 
bill of the gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. Ar- 
nwoLp’s No 548,] they said was not the place for i'; 
and now, within three weeks of the close of the ses- 
sion, it was too late to introduce another bill. The 
geatieman from Indiana said that they went for 
reform; but’ he should like to know what their re- 
form was. 


Mr. PROFFIT. To get such men as you out of 
Congress. 

Mr. C. BROWN in continuation. Yes, it was; 
but gentlemen, in Striving to get us out, got them- 
selves outof Congress; they dug a pit for us, which 
they fell into themselves. 

There were but few Whig members in the House 
who would not be repudiated by their constituents. 
Tuey had been, and were being, reformed out 
themselves; and this was, in his opinion, the best 
reform that could be made. Their days were 
numbered; and, in a short month, all that would be 
left of them and their reign, would be a blotted 
page on the records of these halls, and a cebt of 
seme thirty or forty millions of dollars, that they 
had, by their wasteful extravagance, imposed upon 
ithe people they had deceived and betrayed. 

It had been said that it was necessary to give 
high pay in the navy, in order to get good officer:; 
but all this was idle talk. We had as good, if not 
better officers, with one half the payas we have 
now. It was the officers who received only half 
the pay of those of the present day, who gave the 
navy its bigh character; and it was on the deeds of 
those officers that those of the present day now re- 
lied to sustain them. He would say nothing in re- 
gard to the state of the treasury, further than that 
in these times of public distress, those in the ser- 
vice of the public should bear a portion of that 
distress. This doctrine was carried out in his State, 
by taxing all the public officers; and in Alabama, 
as he had lately seen, in curtailing the salaries of 
ali the officers of the State 20 per cent. One of 
the post-captains of the navy told him that he saved 
more of his pay when he was a lieutenant, re- 
ceiving only $700 per year, than he now did. [Some 
gentleman was heard to say that the officer must 
ihen Dave been a bachelor.] No, he was nota 
bachelor. He would not do such discredit to the 
ladies of the country, as to consider them a bil! of 
expense. The Scriptures told them woman was 
made ahelpmate for man; and such he had a!- 
ways considerrd a good wife. At least such a 


help he should consider a wife, if he ever was so 
lortunate as to get one, and not a subject of ex- 
yeure, that would require the bounty of his country 
They slandered the }a- | 
e 


to enable him to support. 
ties of the Union, who thus brought them into its 
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halls of legislation as burdens upon its officers or 
its weasury. They deserved and held a higher po- 
sition, and would scorn to be thus made an arga- 
ment to extract money from the public coffers; 
and, most of all, when those coffers were empty. 

The hour fixed to terminate debate having ar- 
rived, the committee proceeded to act upon the 
amendmen's. 

Tellers were demanded on the amendment offer- 


_ ed by Mr. Meriweruer, which was in tke follow- 


ing words: 


Add to the first section this proviso 

Provided, That, unul otherwise directed by law, no part of 
the present, or any future appropriations for the pay of com- 
missioned, warrant, and petty officers, including the engi- 
neer corps, shall be paid to the same, except upon a reduction 
of the present pay at and after the rate of (wenty per cent. per 
annum. 

Mr. C. Brown and Mr. T. J. Camrsety were 
the tellers appointed; and they reported 74 in the 
affirmative, and 82 in the negative. 

Mr. McKEON then submitted his amendment to 
the first tiem, which, on Saturday last, he offered 
as an amendment to the amendment of the gentle- 
man from Georgia, providing that no part of this 
appropriation shall be applied to the pay of cffi- 
cers, or to the equipping of vessels, to be emp!oyed 
on the coast of Atrica, under the late treaty with 
England. 

After a discussion on the appropriateness of this 
amendment as an amendment to the first item, in 
which Mr. GRANGER, Mr. WISE, Mr. SMITH 
of Virginia, and the CHAIRMAN took part, it 
was decided to be in order. 

Tellers were then called for, and ordered. 

Mr. ADAMS inquired whether the gentleman 
from New York |Mr. McKeon] meant to make an 
appropriation which would be necessary to carry 
outa treaty, for the support of a squadron on the 
African coast, by an addition to this bill. [Cries 
of “Order”—“No debate.” } 

Mr. McKEON inquired if it would be in order 
to reply to the question of the gentleman from 
Massachuseits. 

The CHAIRMAN replied in the negative. 

Mr. Barton and Mr. Hovsron were then ap- 
pointed tellers; and they reported 23 in the affirma- 
tive. The negative was not counted, and the 
amendment was deemed lest. 

Mr. STANLY moved to amend by striking out 
$2,993,161 as the appropriation for the pay of the 
officers and men, and inserting $2,715,805. 

Tellers were called for, and Messrs. BoaRrpMaNn 
and WeLteR were appointed; and they reported 
73 in the affirmative, and 23 in the negative. The 
amendment was, therefore, agreed to. 

Mr. AYCRIGG moved to amend a subsequent 
item, by striking out “enginear corps,” and insert- 
“engineer men;” which was agreed to. 

Mr. STANLY submitted an amendment to the 
item making appropriation for the provisions of 
the navy, transportation, cooperage, &c, which 
was understood to be a reduction of the appropri- 
ation fer Provisions; but its precise purport was 
not heard. The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. MALLORY offered an amendmentto an 
item of the bill, for the purpose of providing that 
the duties of the head of the Bureau of Clothing 
and Provisions should be discharged by a cap- 
tain in the navy. 

Mr. KING moved to amend the amendment, by 
striking out the word “captain,” and inserting “pur- 
ser.” 

Tellers were called for, and Messrs. Gorpon 
and J. C. Epwarps were appointed; and they re- 
ported 79 in the affirmative, and 81 in the nega- 
tive. The amendment to the amendment was not, 
therefore, agreed to. The amendment was then 
adopted as submitted by Mr. Matrory. 

Mr. MERIWETHER moved to strike out the 
appropriation for clothing, &c, $380,000. Re- 
ject d. 

The clause making an appropriation for medi- 
cine, medical attendance, care of the sick, &c., 
having been read, 

Mr. FILLMORE offered a verbal amendment, 
uniting the appropriation for the several objects 
intoone item—§57,250 for the half calendar year, 
and $46 840 for the fiscal year. 

Mr. FESSENDEN rose and offered an amend- 
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ment to ibis amendment, to be inserted by wa 
proviso. It provided tbat no person shail hold ; 
place of chief of the Bureay of Medicine and gy, 
gery, unless he shall have been at least five year, 
in the sea service. : 

The question was taken upon this proviso, g 
it was auoptéd without a division. Before the fac 
however, was announced to the committee by the 
Chair, 

Mr. ADAMS rose to a question of order, , 
contended that the amendment abridged the powe 
of appoiniment lodged in the President by the Cop. 
stitution, by requiring ihe President to select only 
from a certain class of men iv the service. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL said the amendmen, 
involved a change of the organic laws, and woud 
essentially alter the qualifications required of og. 
cers. 

Mr. ADAMS said it would have the effeei of 
dismissing the present chief of the Bureau of Med. 
icine and Surgery. 

[Several members: 
want.” 

The CHAIR then decided that the amendment 
was not in order. 

Mr. FESSENDEN took an appeal. - 

Mr. WISE wished to know if the Chair had noi, 
a short time since, entertained a proposition to the 
effect that none but a post-captain should oceupy 
the place of chief of the Bureau of Clothing? 
Why, then, object to receiving this proposition? — 

The CHAIRMAN said be should have no ob. 
jection to having his decision reversed. 

Mr. BOTTS and several gentlemen rose to de. 
bate the question of order; but were ruled outof 
order, 

The decision of the Chair was then reversed, and 
the amendment of Mr. FsssEnpsn carried without 
a division. Mr. Fintmore’s amendment, as amend. 
ed, was agreed to. 

Mr. ADAMS offered an amendment appropri- 
ating $5,000 to the relief of reeaptured Africans on 
the coast of Africa: agreed to. 

Mr. LEVY moved to reduce the appropriation 
for the equipment, &c. of the navy, by taking 
therefrom $50,000: rejected without a count. 

Mr. FILLMORE moved to increase the appro- 
priation for the navy-yard at Brooklyn, for the haif 
calendar year, from $14,000 to $16,000; and for 
the fiscal year, from $22 900 to $25,400; so as to 
provide for the guard-house: agreed to—ayes 73, 
noes 52 

Mr. CHARLES BROWN moved to increase 
the appropriation for the navy-yard at Philadelphie, 
for the half calendar year, from $1950 to $8,000; 
and for the fiscal year, from $2 000 to $20,000: re- 
jected without a division. 

Mr. FILLMORE moved to increase the appro- 
priation for the navy-yard at Gosport, Va. so as to 
provide for the guard-house. Instead of $4,000, 
as proposed for the half calendar year, he moved to 
insert $5,200. 

Mr. MALLORY moved to amend this amend. 
ment, by striking out $5,200 and inserting $24,000. 
(A voice: “That’s modest.”) The proposition was 
rejected. 

Mr. Fittmore’s amendment was then adopt- 
ed; as alsoasimilar one offered by him for in- 
creasing the appropriation for the fiscal year from 
$8,500 to $9,310. 

Mr. FILLMORE next moved to increase the 
appropriation for the Pensacola navy-yard, so as 
to provide for the guard-house there, by inserting 
$3,000 in lieu of 2,000 for the half calendar 

ear. 
" Mr. LEVY moved to amend the amendment, by 
striking out $3,000, and inserting $28,000: re- 
jected. 

Mr. Fittmore’s amendment was then adopl- 
ed, together with a similar one, increasing the ap- 
propriation for the fiscal year from $3,000, to 

4047, after a fruitless effort on the part of Mr. 
vy to inercase the last named item to $63,000. 

Mr. LEVY moved to insert $50,000 for a float 
ing dock at Pensacola: rejeeted without a count. 

Mr. FILLMORE moved to insert an item of 
$1,000 for printing and publishing the code of rules 
and regulations for the government of the Davy, 
prepared by the Secretary, under the order of 


“Yes; that’s what we 
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, so soon as the same shall have been 
Ooged bY both Houses: agreed iv. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved an amendment 
io strike out the word “increase” i the thirty- 
seventh line, So that the appropriation should not 
pe made for the increase of the navy: rejected. 

“yr. BURNELL offered an amendment provi- 
ding that naval apprentices, upon being recommend- 
ed by their teachers and commanders as fit for 
the appointment, may be appointed midshipmen: 

jected. 

“~ motion by Mr. FILLMORE, the com nitiee 
then rose and reported the bill, as amended, to the 
use. 

“2 KING rose, and was about addressing 
the House; bnt afier some conversation be- 
iween him and Messrs. WISE and MERI- 
WETHER, he agreed to forego his speech for this 
oecasion, and to move the previons question. 

The previons question being seconded, and the 
main question ordered, 

Mr. JACOB THOMPSON expressed a wish to 
have the amendments printed; and, for that pur- 

se, moved an adjournment: rejected. 

The question was then taken on concurring in 
the amendments made in Committee of the Whole, 
and carried. 

Mr. MERIWETHER moved to recommit the 
bill to the Committee of the Whole, with instruc- 
tions to report it with an amendment reducing the 
silaries of all the officers of the navy twenty per 
cent. 

Mr. WISE moved the previous question. 

Mr. BURNELL said it was not in order for a 
gentleman to rise and move the previous question 
after a gentleman had submitted a resolution, and 
before it had been received by the Chair. 

Mr. WISE explained. 

Mr. MERIWETHER said it was his intention 
io have debated the question of recommitment. 
He was occupying the floor, when the gentleman 
from Virginia stepped in between him and the Chair, 
before his proposition had even been read; and he 
denied the competency of the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia to pursue such a course. 


Mr. WISE, Mr. MERIWETHER, and the 
SPEAKER explained. 

The previous question was then seconded—88 
voting in the affirmative, and 63 in the negative. 

The main question was then ordered to be put, 
and the bill was passed. To prevent debate here- 
after, Mr. FILLMORE moved a reconsideration, 
on which he demanded the previous question. 
The previous question was sustained, and the mo- 
tion to reconsider was negatived. 

The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuorspay, February 9, 1843. 


The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Sen- 
lea communication from the Treasury Depart- 
ment, transmitting copies of communications from 
‘he collectors of customs, in relation to the policy 
of establishing the warehouse system; which, 


On motion by HUNTINGTON, was referred to 
ihe Committee on Commerce. 


Mr. McDUFFIE presented additional doe- 
uments from Milledge Galphin, relative to the 
claims of the heirs of George Galphin; which was 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. EVANS, from the Committee on Finance, 
reported back, without amendment, the bill ma- 
king appropriations for the payment of pensions 
for the half calendar year, commencing on the 
Ist January, 1843, and ending on the 30th June, 
1843; and for the fiseal year, commencing on the 
lst Jaly, 1843, and ending on the 30:h June, 1844, 

Mr. E. also, reported back, from the same com- 
mittee, withan amendment, (which was ordered to 
be printed,) the joint resolution authorizing the 

tary of the Treasury toseitle, on certain terms, 
ihe liabilities of the sureties of Gordon D. Boyd, 
ate receiver of public moneys at Columbus, Mis- 
ssippi. 

Mr. BARROW, from the Committee on Com. 
merce, reported a bill to provide for the improve- 
ment of the navigation of the Mississippi river 
and tributary streams; which was read, and order- 
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ed to a second reading, and the report accompany- 
ing the same to be printed. 

Mr SMITH of Indiana, from the Committee 
on Pablic Lands, reported back, with several 
amendments, House bill entitled “An act for the 
relief of Garret Vieit.” 

Mr. S, also, from the same committee, re- 
ported back, withan amendment, Senate bill for 
the relief of Richard DeWitt and Ira J. Price. 

Mr. S&., also, from the same committee, reported 
a bill for the relief of Jacob Wagoner; which 
was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

On motion of Mr. SMITH of Indiana, the 
Committee on Public Lands was discharged from 
the further consideration of the petition of David 
Irvin, and others, praying to be confirmed in their 
purchases of certain lands; and the petitioners had 
leave to withdraw their petition. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE said a letter had been re- 
ceived from the collector of New York, in relation 
to a box of bcoks furnished by the French Cham- 
ber of Peers to the Senate of the United States; he 
therefore moved the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the communication of E. Curtis, esq., col- 
lector at New York, concerning a case of books and public doc- 
uments forwarded to the Senate of the United States by the 
House of Peers of the kingdom of France, be referred tothe 
Joint Committee on the Library; and that the said committee 


be authorized to deposite the said books and public documents, 
when they shall receive them, in the Library of Congress. 


Mr. HUNTINGTON, from the Committee on 
Commerce, made reports (which were ordered to 
be printed) adverse to the passage of the following 
bills from the House, and with a recommendation 
that they be rejected, viz: 

An act for the relief of the owners, master, and 
crew of the schooner Codhook, of Blue Hill, 
Maine. 

An act for the relief of Levi Eldridge and 
others. 

An act for the relief of the owners and crew of 
the Three Brothers. 

An act for the relief of John Patten, jr., owner 
of the fishing schooner Credit, and the master and 
crew of said vessel. 

An act for the relief of William Ellery, owner 
of the fishing schooners Savo and Ida, both of 
Gloucester, Massachusetts, and others. 

An act for the relief of John H. Russell and 
others, as owners, master, and crew of the fishing- 
schooner Lucy Ann. 

An act for the relief of Mary Broadsireet, Amos 
Tappan, and others. 

An act for the relief of Barnabas Baker, jr., and 
others, owners of the fishing-schooner Union, of 
Dennis, Massachusetts. 

An act for the relief of Joshua Knowles, jr., and 
others, owners of the fishing-schooner Garnet. 


Mr. HUNTINGTON, from the Committee on 
Commerce, made an adverse report (which was 
ordered to be printed) on the petition of Isaac Hull 
and Thomas Curtis, praying for the payment of a 
sum of money withheld from them under the act 
providing for the discharge of seamen. 

Mr. H., from the same committee, reported 
back, without amendment, and recommended its 
passage, House bill for the relief of Knott Mar- 
tin 3d, and Arnold Martin, owners of the fishing 
schooner Only Son. 

Mr. H. also reported back, from the same com- 
mittee, with an amendment, (which was ordered to be 
printed,) the Senate bill authorizing the appoint- 
ment of an assistant collector at Bangor, in the 
collection district of Belfast, Maine. 

Mr. H., from the same committee, to which had 
been referred the resolution of inquiry into the ex- 
pediency of allowing the export of foreign merchan- 
dise by land, as wel! as by sea, in original pack- 
ages, with the benefit of drawback, reported that the 
commitiee had instructed him to recommend that 
they be discharged from the further consiteration of 
the sutject, on the ground thet a majority of the 
committee were of opinion that there ought to be 
no legislation of that character; that there was 
none called for before the adjournment of the pres- 
ent Congress. The report was ordered to be print- 
ed, and to lie on the table for the present, 

Mr. H., from the same committee, to which had 
been referred the resolution of the 27th December 
last, directing that committee to inquire into the 


state of our tonnage, freights, and commerr:, aif 
several memorials relating thereto, and to rep rt 
whether they were prosperous under our exi-iing 
regulations with foreign powers, and wheiher the 
regulations by other Governments are cqual and 
in conformity to the spirit cf our treaties with 
such powers, and what measures were necessary 
and proper to produce greater reciprocity, reported 
a resolution, recommending that the committee be 
discharged from the subjec!; and thatthe same be 
referred to the Secretary of State, wh» is directed 
thereby to make the inqniries touching the matter, 
and to report to the Senate at tbe next session of 
Congress, 

The report was ordered to lic on the table, and 


be printed. 
M:. GRAHAM, fiom the Committee on Claims, 
reported back, without amendment, and wih a 


recommendation that they be iudefinitely posi- 
poned— 

House bili for the relief of the legal representa- 
tives of Frances Pellicer; and 

House bill entitled “An act for the relief of 
Teackle Savage, administrator of Bolitha Laws. 

Also, from the same committee, reported back, 
without amendment, and with a recommendation 
that it do pass, House bill for the relief of the le- 
gal repesentatives of Lieutenant W:liiam S. Eve- 
leth. 

Also, from the Committee on Finance, reportet 
back, with an amendment, and with a recommend- 
ation that it do pass, the bi!l for the relief of Wm. 
Selden, Treasurer of the United States. 

Mr. HENDERSON, from the Committee on 
Private Land Claims, reported back, without 
amendment, and with a recommendation that they 
do pass, House bills of the following titles, viz: 

An act to set aside certain reservations of lands 
on account of live oak, in the southrastern district 
of Louisiana; and 

An act for the relief of the heirs of Philander 
Smith and James Young. 

The joint resolution from the House, directing 
certain papers relating to titles to land in Lowisi- 
ana to be returned to the General Land Office. 


On motion of Mr. HENDERSON, the Commit- 
tee on Private Land Claims was discharged from 
the further consideration of the petition of Wm. 
Wynn, praying to be confirmed in his title to cer- 
tain Jands. 


On motion by Mr. WILLIAMS, the Committee 
on Naval Affairs was discharged from the further 
consideration of the petition of McKean Buchanan, 
a purser in the navy, praying to be indemnified 
for losses sustained by him, in consequenceofa 
violation of the usages of the navy by his com- 
manding officer. 


On motion by Mr. WILLIAMS, the Commit- 
tee on Naval Affairs was discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of the petition of Thomas L. 
Ragsdale; and leave was granted to the petitioner 
to withdraw his petition. 


Mr. BENTON, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, reported back, without amendment, the 
House bill for the relief of George C. Johnson. 


Mr. BENTON, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of John 
Moore; which was read, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

On motion by Mr. BAGBY, the papers of 
Jamison and Williamson were ord¢red to be taken 
from the files of the Senate, and referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Po:t Roads, 

Mr. KING presented joint resolutions adopted 
by the Legislature of Alabama, setting forth that, 
owing to the peculiar condition of tle banks, the 
individuals entitled to pre-emption rights on the 
public lands find it utterly impossible to precure 
specie to make a purchase of those lands without 
great sacrifice, &c., and recommending the pas~ 
sage of a law by Congress to permit the registers 
and receivers of that State to receive from the 
actual settler on the public lands, in payment of 
their homes and cultivation, entered by them un- 
der any of the pre-emption laws, the notes of the 
Bank of the State of Alabama and its branches 
to an amount equal to the two per cent. fund re- 
linquished to that State by Congress, remaining 
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yet unpaid: referred to the Committee on Pablic 


Lands. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN presented a memorial from 
citizens of Pennsylvania, complaining of the em- 
barrassments of the country, which they ascribe to 
the want of a sufficient circulating medium; and 
recommending, to cure these evils, the issue by the 
General Government, to be distributed to the 
States and Territories in a representative ratio, 
$200, 000,000 of stock, based on the public domain: 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE presented joint resolutions 
adopted by the Legislature of Michigan, relative 
‘to @ survey of a military road by the General 
Government, leading from Saginaw to Mackinac; 
which were referred to the Committee on Roads 
and Canals. 

Mr. FULTON presented joint resolutions adopt- 
ed by the Legislature of Arkansas, recommending 
Memphis, Tennessee, as the most snitable point 
on the Western waters at which to establish a dock 
yard, and naval depot, and national armory, and 
urging the passage of a law for that purpose: refer- 
red to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. KING said he had received resolutions 
adopted by the grand jury of the city of Mobile, 
with a presentment, in which it was stated that 
the room in connexion with the custom-bouse at 
that place, in which the circuit court of the United 
States was holden, was dilapidated, and so entirely 
unfit for that purpose that the judges were un- 
willing to risk themselves, or juries, on any future 
occasion. In consequence of the court-house of 
the county being occupied in the holding of county 
courts, it was utterly impossible to get such por- 
tion of that building as would do for the purposes 
of the district court. 

Mr. K., therefore, submitted the following reso- 
Jution, viz: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instruct 
ed to inquire into the expediency of making an appropriation 
for the construction of a building in the city of Mobile, for the 
accommodation of the district court, or for the repair of the 


room connected with the custom-house, heretofore used for that 
purpose, 


Mr. BAGBY remarked, that, from his own per- 


sonal! knowledge, the statement of the condition of 
that room was true. 

Tae resolution was then adopted. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN presented a memorial from 
Hardin county, Kentucky; and Mr. MILLER pre- 
sented a memorial from Warren county, New 
Jersey, préying for the repeal of the bankrupt law; 
which were ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. LINN submitted the following resolution; 
which was adop'ed: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to send 


to the Senate a _e of General Jackson’s letter to the War 
Department, dated Nashville, September 5, 1815; with a copy 
also of the paper transmitted by certain officers, justifying the 
deciaration of martial law, and his other acts having for their ob 
ject the safety and defence of New Orleans. 


Mr. TAPPAN, on leave, introduced a bill to 
repeal the act entitled “An act passed 10:h March, 
1818, to change the time of holding the circuit and 
district courts of the State of Obio,” approved June 
Ist, 1842; which was read, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

On motion by Mr. GRATIAM, the bill for the 
relief of William Selden, Treasurer of the United 
States, was taken up as in committee of the whole. 

Mr. G. explained that the bill, for which the 
Committee on Claims had reported an en'ire sub 
stitute, was simply a bill to enable the Treasurer 
of the United States to pay over to the owners of 
the slaves lost on board the Comet and Encomium 
the indemnity paid by the British Government for 
said slaves, which was on deposite in the treasury. 

The amendment of the committee was agreed to; 
and there being no proposition further to amend 
ihe bill, it was reported to the Senate, and ordered, 
as amended, to be engrossed for a third reading. 

The following resolution, heretofore introduced 
by Mr. Benton, was taken up for consideration: 


Resolved, Thatthe President be requested (so far as it may 
be compatible with the public interest) to communicate to the 
Renate copies of any remonstrance or protest addressed hy 
Genera! Cass, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Pienipoten- 
uary of the United States at the court of France, to that Gov- 
ernment, against the ratification, by France, of the quintuple 
treaty, and of all correspondence between the Govern- 
menis of the United States and France, and of all communica- 
sions from the said General Cass to his own Government, and 
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from this Government to him, relating thereto, and relating to 
the late treaty with Great Britain. 


Mr. ARCHER said that, since the resolution 
was laid on the table the other day, at his instance, 
he had conferred with the department in relation to 
it; and he understood that it was the Secretary’s 
opinion that the object of the resolution was em- 
braced in an antecedent call made some days ago, 
at the instance of the same honorable Senator. If 
that was the case—though he would not object to 
the resolution—he thought it was superfluous. The 
papers could come in at a proper time, under the 
former resolution. 

Mr. BENTON thought himself that the papers 
called for were included in the other resolution; 
but, as that was a general call, and a very exten- 
sive one, the answer might be delayed some time. 
He was disposed to make a separate call, so as to 
get these papers at an earlier day than they could 
be bad under the former resolution. 

After a few further remarks by Mr. ARCHER, 
the resolation was adopted. 

RETRENCHMENT, ECONOMY, AND GOV- 
ERNMENT RESOURCES. 


The resolutions introduced on Tuesday last by 
Mr. McDorriz, on the propriety of adopting 
measures to revive commerce, replenish the impov- 
erished exchequer, and to arrest the accumulation 
of public debt, by reducing the tariff of the last session 
to a revenue standard, and by practising a rigid 
sys'em of retrenchment, economy, and accounta- 
bility, came up for consideration. 

Mr. McDUFFIE :aid that those resolutions in- 
volved questions of paramount importance; having 
more or less in effect the state of the Union involv- 
ed, he asked that they might be postponed till Mon- 
day next, at which time he would respectfully ask 
the Senate to take them up. 

The motion was egreed to. 


WATER-ROTTED HEMP. 


At Mr. CRITTENDEN’S request, the joint 
resolution from the House, providing for the es- 
tablishment of two agencies for the inspection and 
purchase of water-rotted hemp in the States of 
Kentucky and Missouri, for the use of the navy 
of the United States, was resumed as in committee 
of the whole; and, there being no proposition to 
amend, it was reported to the Senate. 

Mr. TAPPAN called for the yeas and nays on 
the pending question, which was that of ordering 
the resolution to be read a third time: and they were 
ordered. 


Mr. McDUFFIE, before the question was taken, 
begged leave to ask the chairman of the Commit- 
tee on Naval Affairs if he understood him correct- 
ly, as having stated that water-rotted hemp of this 
country was to cost more than imported hemp? 


Mr. BAYARD answered that, when the subject 
was under consideration before, he had referred to 
memorials from hemp growers, and found by them 
that their estimate of a remunerating price was 
$280 per ton, cr $14 percwt. But this, evidently, 
was a mere matter of opinion, and there could be 
no doubt that the estimate was too high. The im- 
ported hemp was generally purchased at Boston, at 
rates varying from $175 to $180 or $200 perton. By 
a communication from the city of New York, he bad 
learned that the price of imported hemp there was 
$225 for the best quality of Rassianhemp. He 
did not at all understand the resolution as hav- 
ing any tendency to author ze the purchase of the 
home article at higher prices than those for which 
the foreign article of equal value could be obtain- 
ed. This was not its cbject. It was merely to 
establish agencies in the States mentioned, for the 
purpose of inspecting and encouraging the prop- 
er preparation of hemp suitable to the purposes 
of the navy; the effect of which would be to ena- 
ble the home grower to furnish a proper article 
equal to the foreign article, and, in all probability 
cheaper. 

Mr. McDUFFIE was opposed to the principle of 
making the General Government the nurse of par- 
ticular interests. He understood the proposition 
now to be, that an agent was to be sent to Ken- 
tucky, and another to Missouri, for the purpese cf 
instructing farmers in the better management of 
their business. Besides the expense of providing 





these instructors, the hemp was to cost somer;,. 
like 30 per cent. more on foreign —_ 

Mr. MOREHEAD (at considerable length) e 
deavored to show that the objections “a 

J Urged agains, 
the measure were unfounded. He maintained that 
the effect of having agents in Kentucky and Mis, 
souri, competent to give instructions for the best 
mode of preparing the article for the navy, would 
be, in the first place, toenlarge the market, and pro. 
duce competition against the foreign article; ney, 
to insure a home supply, independent of forei M 
countries; and, finally, to induce better and cheaper 
terms for the Government. At present, ihe foreign 
article has a monopoly in the market, because oy, 
hemp, which is fully as good, is not as well pre. 
pared. But as soon as our farmers arrive at some 
exact and efficient process, they will be able to fyy. 
nish suitable hemp to the navy, probably much 
cheaper than the price now paid for foreign hemp, 
He pointed out the discouragement to our farmers 
in the West, of having to send their hemp for jn. 
spection to Boston, under the probability of jis be. 
ing rejected for some imperfection in the prepara. 
tion merely, which, if properly instructed, they could 
avoid. 

Mr. KING did not see how it was expected 
that agents from Kentucky and Missotri (in aj 
probability, like the agent in Boston, mere judges 
of the article in a prepared state, suitable for naval 
purposes) could be more competent to teach farm. 
ers their business, than the farmers themselves 
were of finding out the necessary knowledge to 
enable them to water-rot the hemp, so as to pro. 
duce an article entitledio hold competition with the 
foreign article. He understood it was not expec. 
ed that the Government was to be at the expense 
of forwarding the hemp, when selected, to the naval 
stations where it was to be used. So far, then, the 
market in Kentucky or Missouri, it was supposed, 
would be the same as in Boston. But this would not 
be the case; for the agent there weuld be subject to 
influences and circumstances which would neces. 
sarily lead to his purchase of the supply required 
for the navy, whether the article was as good as 
the foreign article, or not; and whether at a higher 
price, or not. The result would be, that the navy, 
in the end, would have to pay extravagant prices 
for the worst kind of material. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN did not intend to occupy 
ten minutes in the few remarks he had to make. 
It was extraordinary that his friend from Alabama 
did not see that his argument against the influence 
to be exercised over agents was as applicable to an 
agency at Boston, as to one at Kentucky or Mis- 
souri. If an agent could be induced to make se- 
lection of inferior hemp at extravagant prices in 
Kentucky, why could he not be induced to do the 
same thing in Boston? Where was the difference 
between the atmosphere of influences in the two 
places?’ But was not the agency in the market in 
Kentucky as capable of being controlled effectually 
by the Secretary of the Navy as that of Boston had 
been? 

Mr. C. stated in detail the inconveniences under 
which the growers of hemp at present labored in 
Missouri and Kentucky, and the advantages whieh 
they and the Government would derive from resi: 
dent agents. 


Mr. WOODBURY said that, if it could be point- 
ed out that the Government was to be the benefi- 
ciary of this measure, he would be as favorable to 
itas any of its supporters, provided it was upon 
general principles, and could, as such, be carried 
out for the benefit of the Government, in every: 
thing else required for the use of the navy. But 
if it was to be merely limited and specific in Is 
application, and a particular interest (and that, not 
the interest of the Government) was to be the bene 
ficiary, he could not give his assent to the proposi- 
tion. If the principle is good, and the Govern- 
ment is to be the great gainer, why not apply it to 
timber fer the use of the navyy—to iron, to bread, 
flour, beef, pork, and naval supplies of every kind? 
Why not send agents to inspect the putting up of 
beef and pork, the maeufacture of fluur, the cat 
ting down of timber, and the smelting of iron, t0 
be used inthe navy? There was no complaint of 
the present mode of obtaining these things by pro- 
posals and contract. Experience had proved this 
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be the very best mode of obtaining supplies 
isd as to having the sgents to go to the martets, 

wad of the commodities com'ng to the places 
apere they are wanted, it was an idea founded on 
want of consideration. Things for the naval ser- 
‘e must necessarily have their market on ihe 
yapoard, wherg they are alone marketable. If 
imber is sent to Norfolk for the navy, and re- 

ied, it finds a market for the commercial) ma- 
ripe; and SO with iren, hemp, and other articles. 
Mr. BAGBY observed that he was opposed to 
ibe principle of this resolution, in any shape or 
orm; but if gentlemen would pass it, they could 
got object to carrying out their own avowed object, 
of obtaining as good terms for the Government as 
could be had by the purchase of foreign hemp. 
He should, therefore, move an ameniment as a 
proviso, to the effect that the hemp purchased by 
ibese agents shall not exceed the price at which 
foreign hemp, of equal quality, can be bought. 
Alhough he expected this amendment would be 
adopted, and he should vote for it, yet, with or 
githout the proviso, he should vote against the 
resolution. The real question at issue was not as 
io this particular case, but as to the effect of such 
asystem of legislation. Once it is embarked in, 
when is it to stop? What, too, is its object? It 
must be one of two things: it must be either for 
the benefit of the Government, or for that of the 
farmers Of Kentucky and Missouri. If it is for 
ibe benefit of the Government, it can be no object 
to them, in reference to the particular branch of the 
business itis to act upon. If for their benefit, and 
not that of the Government, why should it be at- 
empted at all, as an act of general legislation? 
The Senator from Pennsylvania might, with as 
much propriety, call for an agency to be estab- 
lished at the iron mines, to instruct smelters how to 
prepare iron for the navy, or to bring the market 
home to their doors. 


Mr. BUCHANAN said he thought his honora- 
ble friend from Alabama saw terrible consequences 
arising from the adopiion of this resolution, which 
existed only in his own exuberant fancy. The fa- 
ble of the woodman and the forest might be push- 
edagood deal too far; it might be used against the 
felling of a single tree, for the purpose of makirg a 
fre, ur for the ordinary purposes of domestic ecén- 
omy. He thoughtit was so inthis case. He cer- 
ainly would not disturb what (according to the 
Senator from New Hampshire) were the well-set- 
led principles and practice of procuring materials 
forthe navy. Farfrom it. If there were peculiar 
cases, however, requiring peculiar exceptions, he 
would not omit acting upon these cases, because in- 
genuily might raise an argument out of it, that it 
would be an entering-wedge for the purpose of 
prostrating the system. What was the present case? 
Iimight be stated in a few words. He himself 
bad, a great many years ago, bad bis attention 
turned to the subject of water-rotting hemp. It was 
introduced among the farmers of the county where 
he resided; and it was the specimen first produced 
inthat county which impressed the Navy Board 
with the belief that American water-rotted hemp 
was equal to the foreign article; but such was be- 
lieved to be the unbealthiness of the process of wa- 
let-rotting, that the farmers were induced to aban- 
don it. Of late, an impulse has been given to it by 
agentleman in the West, who deserves great credit 
for the efforts he has made. 

What did the bill propose? Anything novel? 
Anything out of the way? Not at all. It pro- 
posed simply the appointment of such agents in 
Missouri and Kentucky, as you “have at -Boston, 
ind at other places, for the purchase of water-rot- 
ed hemp for the Government. There was no ques- 
ton of tariff in this; no question about the en- 
couragement of domestic productions. He would 
vole with much pleasure for the proviso of the gen 
leman from Alabama. He agreed that we should 
tot pay more for the article than the foreiga ar- 
ticle would cost. But, in the infancy of the pro- 
duction of the article, our farmers were liable to 
’e imposed upon. Why not, then, send an agent 
near the place where the article was produced, if 
‘Will encourage its growth in this country? Was 
there any Senator who did not desire that we should 
have a supply of necessary articles for the pavy, 


ter of recent origin. 
been made a subject of national interest. 
revived in 1824; and Mr. Southard—then Secretary 
of the Navy—made a report, recommending it 
strongly to the consideration of Congress. 
read extracts from the reports on these occasions. 
He also read a great portion of the report of the 
present Secretary of the Navy, (Mr. Upshvr,) 
showing how important he considered the present 
meacure. 
now stands, gives the Secretary of the Navy the 
option of making his purchases either in the open 
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if itceuld be purchased upon as cheap terms as 
the foreign article? Unless this could be done, it 
ought not to be purchased from the farmers of Mis- 
suuri, Kentucky, or any other State. It was a very 
different thing from the purchase of beef, pork, 
iron, and the various productions ¢f this country, 
the manufacture of which was well understood. It 
was an article of a peculiar character, prepared in 
a peculiar manner; and until the planters of the 
West got in the habit of producing i:, it would be 
highly proper to afford them every facility; but he 
would not extend to them any peculiar advantages. 
If they produce the article at all, they should pro- 
duce it at ascheap a rate as the foreign article 
could be obtained. He would vote most cheer- 
fully in favor of the resolution. 


Mr. BAYARD had but one word to say. It was 
merely in reference to this subject not being a mat- 
So far back as 181], it had 
It was 


Mr. B. 


Mr. B. maintained that the law, as it 


market or by contract. 
Mr. WOODBURY said that was necessary, be- 


cause, although the general principle was to be 


that of receiving proposals and making contracts, 


cases might occur in which a contractor, failing to 


fulfill his engagement, the Secretary of the Navy 
would be under the necessity of resorting to the 


open market for immediate supplies; or cases might 


arise of proposals not being received, or being too 
high, and it would be proper to resort to the open 
market. 

Mr. BAYARD said he only meant to contend 
that there was nothing in the law opposed to the 
principle invelved in this resolution, of sending 
agents into an open market to make necessary pur- 
chases for the navy. 

Mr. BAGBY made a few remarks, not distinetly 
heard in the gallery, in reply to the Senator from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. Boenanan.] 

Mr. McDUFFIE did not take except’on to the 
resolution on the ground that any agent properly 
selected by the Government would pay more for 
Kentucky hemp of inferior quality than the price 
of the best foreign hemp; but his argument was, 
that the Kentucky hemp-growers had made out 
their own case, and, by their own showing, had 
proved that they could not afford to compete with 
foreign hemp f equal quality, without a premium 
of 50 per cent from the Government. This shows 
that they are uvt yet prepared for the competition; 
and that the present measure, even if the insupera- 
ble objections to it did not exist, was, to say the 
least of it, premature. 


Mr. BENTON considered the disposition recent- 
ly manifested to build up an enormous naval es- 
tablishment had rendered this measure indispens- 
able. A navy, costing seven millions of dollars 
annually, out of a Government income of thirteen 
or fourteen millions—a navy establishment for the 
protection of commerce, which yields only twice as 
much as the expenditure for that protection—never 
could be sustained, unless it was rendered popular; 
and to become popular, it mnst be an American 
navy—built of American wateria!s, supplied with 
American stores, and manned with American sea- 
men—white American seamen, and not blacks. 
This was the reason he had voted against the enlist- 
ment of blacks in our navy. 

The amendment was then adopted. 

The question then came up on ordering the 
amendment to be engrossed, and the resoluiion to 
be read a third time. 

Some conversational discussion occarred on the 
subject of the expense which the resolution would 
involve; Mr. SEVIER inquiring whether the agen- 
cies were to be establishments, or merely two in- 
dividual agents; and Mr. KING inquiring what 
the total expense per annum would be. Mr. BAY- 
ARD acknowledging that the committee had no es: 
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ment had already been furnished to the other 
House, showing that the whole cost would not ex- 
ceed $6,000. The questior was allowed to be 
taken without further debate, and the amendment 
was ordered to be engrossed, and the resolution 


read a third time—yeas 27, nays 17, a: follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Ren- 
ton, Buchanan, Clayton, Crafis, Crittenden, Dayton, Evane, 
Huntington, Linn, McRoberts, Manguin, Miller, Morenead, 
Phelps, Porter, Simmons, Smith of Indiana, Sprague, Vall- 
madge, White, Woodbridge. and Young—27. 

NAYS—Messars. Allen, Bagby, Calhoun, Fulton, Henderson, 
King, McDuffie, Rives, Sevier, Smith of Connecticat, Stur 
geon, Tappan, Walker, Wilcox, Williams, Woodbury, and 

| Wright--17. 


At a subsequent stage of the day’s proceedings, 
the resolution came up with the amendment en- 
grossed, and was read a third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. EVANS, the previous orders 
of the day were postponed, and the Senate tock up, 
as in committee of the whole, the bill making ap- 
propriation for the payment ef pensions for the 
half calendar year commencing on the Ist of Jan- 
vary, 1843, and ending 30th June, 1843; and for 
the fiscal year commencing cn the Ist Jaly, 1843, 
and ending on the 30th June, 1844; and there be- 
ing no proposition to amend the bill, it was reported 
to the Senate. 

Mr. KING inquired what was the amount in- 
volved in the bill. 

Mr. EVANS replied, about $840,000 for the 
eighteen months— not much more than half the 
amount for the year as was appropriated last year. 

The bill was then, according to order, read the 


| third time, and passed. 


The bill making appropriations for the naval 
service for the years 1843 and 1844, was read 
twice, and referred to the Committee on Finance. 

The following bills were then read the third 
time and passed, viz: 

House bill entitled ‘An act for the relief of the 
representatives of Alexander Macomb, Robert Jen- 
nings, and the heirs and legal representatatives of 
James Roddy, deceased, sureties of Samuel Champ- 
lin, late a paymaster in the army of the Upited 
States.” 

The bill to prevent the employment of private 
expresses upon mail routes, and for the prevention 
of frauds on the revenue of the Post Office Depart- 
ment. 

The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Sen- 
ate a communication from the Treasury Depart- 
ment, transmitting a report, in compliance with a 
resolution of the Senate of the 27:h August last, of 
the facts in relation to the erection of a light-house 
at the Southwest Pass of the Mississippi, which 

On motion by Mr. EVANS, was ieferred to the 
Judiciary Committee. 

Mr. EVANS gave notice that he would, on to- 
morrow, ask the Senate to take up and consider 
the navy appropriation bill. 

Mr. BAYARD said there were one or two bills 
reported from the Committee on Naval Affairs, 
which he asked the Senate to take up for consider 
tion. One was a billwhich passed the Senate at 
the last session, for augmenting the marine corps; 
and the other for the reorganization of the Navy 
Department. 

Mr. BUCHANAN sai‘, did the Senator from 
Delaware think it was possible that they could 
within the remaining three weeks of the session, 
pass bills for reorganizing the navy and marine 
corps?’ He hoped they would not be taken up. 

Mr. BAYARD did not know what the Senator 
meant by the reorganization of the navy. The bil 
was merely to amend the bill passed at the last ses- 
sion to reorganize the Navy Department, by estab- 
lishing the bureau system. The bill concerning the 
augmentation of the marine corps was passed in 
the very form in which the bill was reported at 
this session, afier a long discussion. He hoped 
they would be taken up. 

The question was put on taking them up, and 
decided in the negative—ayes 15, noes 16. 

On motion by Mr. BAYARD, the bills were 
made the order of the day for Saturday next. 

The bill from the Heuse for the relief of Orrin 
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Prentiss, of Stonington, Ct., owner of the schooner 
Lilly, and the crew of said vessel, was taken up, 
as in commiitee of the whole, on an adverse report 
of the Committee on Commerce, and rejected. 

House bill 568, for the relief of John Gerald 
Ford, was taken up, as in committee of the whole, 
on an adverse report of the Committee on Finance; 
and, without being considered, was, on the motion 
of Mr. BUCHANAN, laid on the table for the 
present. 

House bill entitled “An act for the relief of 
Isaac Champlin” was taken up, as in committee of 
the whole, on an adverse report of the Committee on 
Commerce, and indefinitely postponed. 

House bill entitded “An act for the relief of 
Casper W. Weaver” was taken up as in com- 
mittee of the whole; and, after a few remarks by 
Messrs. KING, GRAHAM, BAYARD, and 
CLAYTON, in favor of iis passage, and Mr. 
WRIGHT against its passage, it was reported to 
the Senate, and ordered to a third reading. 

On motion, the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuorspay, February 9, 1843. 


Mr. HENRY DODGE, on leave, submitted the 
following resolution; which was considered and 
adopted: 





Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to report to 
the House: let, the number of superintendents, agents, clerks, 
surveyors, and other avsistants now in the employment ef the 
Government, at the agency of the lead-mines on the Upper 
Mississippi; the salary and compensation paid to each, and the 
fundout of which the same is paid, together with the amount 
ofallthe contingent expenses arising from said employment. 
2d. That he report the amount of renta which has been collect- 
ed on leases granted since the establishment of the present 
agency at Galena, in 1541; and whether these rents have been 
collected in cash or lead. 


Mr. PLUMER presented a communication, 


signed by 13 major and brigadier generals of the” 


State of Pennsylvania, asking that the franking 
privilege be extended to major and brigadier 
generals in their correspondence with the Secre- 
tary of the Commonwealth and officers of divis- 
ions and brigades when writing or military sub- 
jects: referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. 

Mr. J. HASTINGS presented a memorial, 
signed by 58 farmers of Colambiana county, Ohio, 
asking Coagress for an equalization of the tariff, 
ar in just reference to their staples of wool and 

ides; 

Also, a petition of the same tenor, signed by 49 
farmers of the same county; both of which were 
appropriately referred. 

‘ Mr. REYNOLDS called for the orders of the 


ay. 

The SPEAKER said that he would proceed ir 
order, incalling upon the committees of the House 
for reports. 

OCCUPATION OF OREGON. 

Mr. REYNOLDS, from the select committee 
appointed on the subject, reported a bill to adopt 
measures for the occupation and settlement of 
the Territory ef Oregon, and for extending certain 
portions of the laws of the United States over the 
same, and for other purposes: read twice, referred 
to the Committee of the Whole House on the state 
of the Union, and ordered to be printed. 

DISBURSING OFFICERS 
Mr. FILLMORE, from the Committee of Ways 


‘and Means, reported a bill to bring into the treas- 


ury moneys received by certain public officers be- 
fore they can be disbursed, and for other pur- 
pos *s. 

COAST SURVEY. 


Mr. FILLMORE wished to inquire of the chair- 
man of the Select Committee on the Coast Survey 
whether the House might expect a report from 
them this session? 

Mr. MALLORY replied that the committee still 
had the subject under consideration. They met 
from day to day, and probably would make a re- 
port next week, 

Mr. FILLMORE observed that that would be 
too late for the purposes of the Committee of Ways 
and Means. 

Mr. WISE begged his colleague to inform the 








chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means 
that he need not delay any appropriation he con- 
templated on accouat of the report. 

Mr. MALLORY said that he wished to add that 
the report of the select committee had been de- 
layed, and its purposes somewhat changed, from 
the insults they had been constantly receiving from 
the superintendent of the coast survey. They had 
received some very insulting letters from Mr. 
Hassler. 

Mr. WISE observed that he did not know wheth- 
er a report might be expected at all. There was 
great diversity of opinion among the members as 
io what their report should be; and he thought it 
too late in the session for them, with their conflict- 
ing opinions, to come to any agreement. 

Mr. AYCRIGG (one of the members of the Se- 
lect Committee) asked leave to make a report, con- 
taining his views on one branch of a eubject that 
had been referred to them. 

Mr. WARREN asked if it was the report of the 
majority of the committee. 

Mr. AYCRIGG said that it was a report con- 
taining his own particular views; but that he was 
authorized to present it by the committee. 

Mr. WARREN objected to its reception, 

Mr. MALLORY said that this report presented 
the gentieman’s views on a particular subject that 
had been reported on by the committee, and he 
could see no impropriety in receiving it. It was 
impossible to say what report the committee would 
agree on. 

Mr. WISE begged leave to add, that the com- 
miitee had not begun to investigate this subject yet; 
and it was teo late in the session to expect a re- 

ort. 

Mr. BARNARD objected to the reception of the 
report, as it did not come from the majority. 

Mr. WISEsaid that it was a very extraordinary 
case that one member ont of five of a committee 
should make a report presenting his own peculiar 
views, and that four others of them should author- 
ize him to presentit to the House, though they did 
notconcur init. If this report was on the subject 
of weights and measures, he would inform the 
House that the committee had taken no action on 
it, except to delegate to the gentleman from New 
Jersey the office of collecting facts, which they were 
toact on. The committee had taken no vote on 
the subject. 


Mr. HOPKINS observed that there was, ac- 
cording to his understanding, nothing unusual— 
nothing but what was consistent with the universal 
practice of the House—in receiving this report as 
the sentiments of an individual member of the com- 
mittee. The majority of the commit'ee had re- 
ported on one branch of the subject committed to 
them; and the gentleman from New Jersey, in ac- 
cordance with the universal custom of the House, 
asked leave to present a minority report contain- 
ing his views. The gentleman had a right to do 
this, and such a privilege was never denied to a 
minority of a commiitee. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland observed that a 
custom had grown up in the House, and was of 
late years, allowing minorities of committees to 
make reports. According to parliamentary jaw, 
and the former usage of the House, minority re- 
ports were not known at all. Nothing could come 
from the committee, in the form of a report, but 
what was agreed on by a majority of its members. 
He alluded to another practice which bad grown 
up—and this was the courtesy of committees, which 
allowed single members to draw up reports and 
present them to the House, in the name of the ma- 
jority, though every member of the majority had 
net concurred in them. A case of this kind had 
just struck his notice. It was the report of the 
Committee of Ways and Means on ihe subject of 
issuing two bundred millions of Governmentstocks 
tv be distributed among the States, This report 
professed to come from the majority, and he should 
like to know if every member of the majority con- 
curred in i. 

Mr. JOSEPH R. INGERSOLL said that the 
report was drawn up under instructions from a ma- 
jority of the commutee, and concurred in by them 
when it was read tothem. He called on the chair- 
m&ao to say wheiher it had his sanction. 


Mr. FILLMORE had no hesitation jn cay; 
that, in reference to the report, it had his anata! 
fied approbation. , 

Mr. JOS. R. INGERSOLL next called on the 
gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Mason] to say whether 
he did not concur in the report; but it was ascer. 
tained that the gentleman was not in his seat, 
Mr. I. begged leave to ask the chairman, if the 
person who drew up the report did not act Under 
instructions from the majority of the committer: 
and whether that report did not receive the appro. 
bation of every member of the committee, When 
it was read to them? 

Mr. EVERETT made some remark, which wa; 
inaudible at the reporter’s desk. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL replied that the genije. 
man from Vermont dic not understand it. 

Mr. FILLMORE rose; bat 

Mr. W. C. JOHNSON said he should proceed 
The gentleman [Mr. J. R. Inezrsouy) had brought 
two gentlemen to confession. 

Mr, J. R. INGERSOLL rose and wished to 
say a word. 

Mr. EVERETT objected to this course of pros 
ceeding. 

Mr. W. C. JOHNSON said he introduced this 
subject to illustrate the main principle with which 
he had started—the introduction of reports by the 
courtesy of commitiees, which had grown into an 
abuse in this House. The proof of that fact was 
contained in the document alluded to. He found 
a minority report, signed by several members of 
a committee; he also found a report, in which an 
individual was speaking for a majority; but he 
was told by several members of that committee 
that they had not signed that majority report, nor 
had they assented to, or cissented from, its prin- 
c ples. 

Mr. FILLMORE said, if that debate was in 
order, he should ask who those members were that 
had made such a statement. 

The SPEAKER was understood to say that the 
debate was in order. 

Mr. FILLMORE submitted that the statement 
made by the gentleman from Maryland was an im- 
putation on the members of the committee; and, if 
this debate was to be pursued, it was right thal 
the House should know who those members were. 
He (Mr. Fittmore) was a member of the com- 
mittee, and was present at its deliberations; and 
he only knew of one gentleman who expressed any 
doubt, and that was the gentleman from Indiana, 
(Mr. Wattacz.] But that gentleman afterwards 
assented to the report. 


Mr. W.C. JOHNSON said, if the gentleman 
from New York would interrogate the member 
from Kentucky [Mr. Marswati] and the member 
from Ohio, [Mr. Samson Mason,] they would speak 
for themselves. 

Mr. FILLMORE would say of the member 
from Kentucky, that he was not present at the 
meeting of the committee; and the gent'eman from 
Ohio was not now in his seat in the House. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL would inquire if the 
gentleman from Ohio had not been interrogated, 
and if he had not ful'y sanctioned the views and 
dectrines of the report which had been made. 

Mr. FILLMORB’S reply was not heard. 

Mr. ADAMS was understood to state the prac- 
tice of committees to be, that they allowed reporis 
to be made by individual members, by courtesy; 
and that such reports were not binding on mem- 
bers of the committee, who were at liberty in the 
House ejther to ofpose or to support them. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL assured the gentleman 
from Massachusetts that this report wasa special 
exception from that practice. That report was 
prepared by an individual member of the commit 
tee, but it was afierwards carefully read in the 
presence of every member of that committee, with 
one exception; and it was distinctly approved. It 
afterwards remained in the hands of members of the 
committee, other than the member who prepared it, 
for several days; and it was returned with (as he 
supposed) the unanimous assent and approbation of 
the committee, with the exception of the gentleman 
trom Kentucky,(Mr. ManrsxaLi,] who was not 
present during any of the discussions on that sub- 
ject, and whose indisposition has kept him much 





m bis § 
a South 
ej some 
(Mr. Maso! 
spprodation 
presented. 

Mr. PIC 
peonsylvan 
ibe 5 

10 
MM J. | 

from 
ipat fact. 
jissented | 
jgtion to di 
copsideratl 
bers desire 
was put in 
tbe House 
(Mr. jJ.R. 
having =m 
Ways and 


explanati¢ 
His purpe 
pat to she 
ices of 
to that Hi 
tending th 
foran ¢n 
in relation 
simply sa 
sary to Cl 
was, that 
reports of 
bers of 
atiention 
enter his 
public of 
as had be 
the powe 
tesy. It 
on subjet 
He prote 
that repo 
tion of a 
After. 
AYCRII 
Mr. A 
to the fa 
debate ¥ 
ofa con 
report 0 
Mr. I 
which, ¢ 
BERET] 
seconde 
and the 
Mr. 
Claims, 
represel 
Tiller; 
Mr. 
Claims, 
a resol! 
ioemp 
Mr. 
been vi 
yeas al 
resolut 
The 
in the 


Mr. 
sentat 
casion 
and ¥ 
gentle 
Onas 
gentle 
derstc 
if, by 
\0 Cas 
sinua 
whic 
mak 





ig 
i 


= S's @ 


7“ 


— STS SS 6 


aS OEE 


—_—-_ Ye ewe 


from bis seat in the House ; and the gentleman 
South Carolina, (Mr. Pickens,} who express- 
ae doubts. Bat the gentleman from Ohio 

t, Mason] had expressed his most unqualified 
approbation of the report, as it was drawn and 
fee CKENS reminded the gentleman from 
pennsylvania that the resolution accompanying 

report was originally drawn in a different 
shape from that in which it was presented. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL was glad the gentle- 
pan from South Carolina had reminded him of 
ibat fact. He originally drew the resolution; and 
ai the time the gentleman from South Carolina 
jjssented in committee, it stood simply as a reso- 
iption to discharge the committee from the further 
consideration of the subject; but, as several mem- 
hers desired it, he modified the resolution, and it 
was put in the form in which it was presented to 
ie House. The gentleman from Maryland he 
wr. J. R. InceRsoLt) must, therefore, consider as 
having made an atiack on the Committee of 
Ways and Means, and on its members individu- 
aly,to whom, he begged to assure him, the re- 
port was carefully read. 

Mr. W.C. JOHNSON was glad to hear that 
explanation from the members of that committee. 
His purpose was not to arraign that committee; 
bot to show the importance of attaching the signa- 
ares of members of committees to the reports made 
to that House, and the necessity of caution in ex- 
ending the courtesy to an individual to make a report 
foran entire committee. He had nothing to say 
in relation to the adoption of the report; he weuld 
simply say, that this case proved that it was neces- 
say to correcta public error. That public error 
was, that the reports made to this House were the 
reports of committees, and not of individual mem- 
persof committees. To this he wished to call the 
atiention of this House and of this country, and to 
enler his protest against that practice by which 
public opinion was so essentially influenced, and, 
ashad been shown, by single individuals to whom 
ihe powers of committees were conceded by cour- 
tesy. In this way, false public opinion was created 
on subjects brought before Congress for iis action. 
He protested against such a practice, and insisted 
that reports should come to that House with the sanc- 
tion of a majority of a committee. 

Afiera few words from Mr. EVERETT, Mr. 
AYCRIGG, and Mr. WISE, 

Mr. AYCRIGG called the attention of the House 
othe fact, that the report which had elicited this 
debate was made by him as an individual member 
ofacommittee, and it did not purport to be the 
report of the committee. 

Mr. REYNOLDS moved the previous question; 
which, after some observations from Messrs. EV- 
ERETT, BARNARD, and the SPEAKER, was 
seconded; the main question was ordered to be put, 
and the motion was agreed to. 

Mr. TOMLINSON, from the Committee of 
Claims, reported a bill for the relief of the legal 
representatives of Captain William Smallwood 
Tiller; and it was read twice, and committed. 

Mr. WARREN, from the Cemmittee of 
Claims, made an adverse report, and then offered 
aresolation to authorize the Committee of Claims 
loemploy a clerk. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON said this question had 
been voted upon, and voted down repeatedly by the 
yeas and nays; he would therefore move to lay the 
resolution on the table. 


The resolution was laid on the table—68 votes | 


in the affirmative, and 63 in the negative. 


PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 

Mr. CRAWFORD (ihe recenily elected Repre- 
sentative from Georgia, to supply.the vacancy oc- 
casioned by the death of Mr. Hasersnam) rose, 
and was understood to make an inquiry from the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania, (Mr. Cu. Brown,] 
on a subject of a personal nature. The honorable 
gentleman spoke very inaudibly, but he was un- 
derstood to ask the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
if, by his remarks of yesterday, he had intended 
0 cast an imputation on him, (Mr. C.,) or to in- 
sinuate that means were resoried (o, in his election, 
vhich were not proper, legal, or honest. The re- 
maiks of the gentleman from Pennsylvania were 
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to the effect that he had heard, when, at the last 
eleciion for members to the next Congress in Geor- 
gia, the entire Whig delegation was defeated, that 
their defeat was caused by General Apathy; but 
now that they had been able to get one crumb of 
comtort, by the election of one member for the 
tail of the session, they hailed it as a great tri- 
umph, and a glorious victory. But might not that 
result, the gentleman from Pennsylvania inquired, 
have been caused by General Apathy also? He[Mr. 
B.] further said, he would ask any gentleman from 
Georgia to rise in his place, and say that the result 
of that election was caused by a single measure of 
this session. Was that gentleman [Mr. Crawrorp] 
elected to make a national bank? Was he elected 
to perpetuate the bigh tariff? He (Mr. Brown} 
had not seen that gentleman’s votes yel, but. he 
would vote differently from the Whigs of his sec- 
tion of the country, if he voted for these measures, 

He again was understood to call upon the gen- 
Ueman from Pennsylvania to say whether he had 
intended to cast any personal reflection by these 
remarks. 

Mr. C. BROWN said he would answer the 
question of the gentleman. He did not, by expres- 
sion or by implication, impute that, by any contri- 
vance either of the gentleman from Georgia, or of 
the constituents of that gentleman, the vacancy 
caused by the death of Mr. Habersham had been 
supplied. He enly incidentally remarked, as the 
gentleman’s election bad been mentioned, that it 
was called a glorious victory and a great triumph, 
when it was nothing else than the election of a 
member to filla vacancy for the tail end of the ses- 
sion. He knew nothing that could justify him in 
imputing anything wrong to the gentleman from 
Georgia; on the contrary, he had always under- 
stood that he was a high-minded, honorable man; 
and those, who voted for him did so, doubtless, with 
the purest principles. If the gentleman wished 
him to explain further, he would do so. [Cries of 
“that’s enough.”’] 

Mr. CRAWFORD had not heard the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania very distinetly, but he under- 
stood that the gentleman had said that he was 
elected as the tail end of a member. 


Mr. C. BROWN said his words were, that the 
gentleman was elected for the tail end cf ases- 
sion. 

He further adéed, that he was surprised that 
the gentleman should suppose that there was any- 
thing disrespectful meant by the remarks to which 
his attention had been called; and he thonght the 
gentleman from Georgia was the only gentleman 
in this House who would so interpret them. He, 
however, begged to assure the gentleman that no 
imputation was meant on his part. 


Mr. CRAWFORD was understcod to say, that 
as the gentleman from Pennsylvania had disclaim- 
ed any disrespectful imputation, he had nothing 
more to say. 

Mr. C. BROWN would, however, be pleased if 
the gentleman from Georgia would respond to the 
questions which he yesterday submitied, as it was 
important that the House should know whether he 
was elecied in consequence of any measures of this 
session, or to sustain those Whig principles which 
the gentieman from Indiana [Mr. Ware] had laid 
down—['aughter]—namely, a national bank, a 
tariff, and distribution. 

Mr. CRAWFORD did not respond, and here 
the conversation terminated. 

At this stage of the day's proceedit.gs, a message 
was received from the Senate, by Assuny Dickins, 
esq , their Secretary, accompanied by the sword of 
Washington and the staff of Franklin, in charge 
of their Sergeant-at-arms, siating that the Senate had 
unanimously adopted the joint resolution pre- 
senting the thanks of Congressto Samuel T. Wash- 
ington for the said memorials. 

Mr. J. P. KENNEDY, from the Committee on 
Commerce, reported a bill to continue in force 
an act therein named, relating to the port of Balti- 
more. Mr. K. expressed ihe hope that it would 
be now acted on. 

After some conversation between Messrs. 
SMITH of Virginia, KENNEDY, and CAVE 
JOHNSON, the bill, having been read twice, and 


ordered to be engrossed, was put upon its third 
reading, and passed. 

Mr. THOMAS W. WILLIAMS, from the 
Commi'tee on Commerce, reported a bill to re- 
dace the salary of the surveyor of the port of 
Camden, N. J. The bill was read three several 
limes, and passed. 

Mr. 8S. J. ANDREWS, from the Committee on 
Commerce, reporied a bill to repeal the act enti- 
tled ‘An act to extend the collection district of 
W iscasse!.” 

Mr. FESSENDEN hoped that this bill would 
now be taken up and passed. No objection hay- 
ing been made, the bill was read a third time and 
passed. 

Mr. HOWARD said he was instructed by the 
Commitiee on Public Lands to move that bill 
numbered 334 be taken. up and acted on. Ob- 
jection was made, and the bill was not taken up. 

The SPEAKER announced that the morning 
bour bad expired. 

Mr. W. C. JOHNSON rose to offer a resolution 
connected with the interesting ceremoay which 
took place the day before yesterday, (presentation 
of the sword, &c.) He was about to submit his 
resolution, when 

Mr. SMITH of Virginia rose, and suggested 
that, by general consent, the call on the committees 
for reports should be continued. 

The SPEAKER said he wonld pursue that 
course, if no objection was made. 

Mr. MORROW, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reporied a bill to authorize certain persons 
to change the location of lands they are entitled to 
by treaty stipulations: read twice, and ordered to 
remain on the Speaker’s table for action. 

Mr. HOPKINS, from the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, reported a joint res- 
olution for the relief of certain contractors for 
carrying the United States mail: read twice,.and 
reported to the Committee of the Whole House. 

Mr. JOSEPH L. WILLIAMS, from the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads, reported 
a bill for the relief of Walker, Caruthers, & Co.: 
read twice, and referred to the Committee of the 
Whole House. 

Mr. BARNARD, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, reported Senate bill entitled “An act for 
the relief of Richard Henry Wilde.” 

Mr. B. hoped the bill would be now taken up 
and passed. 

Mr. SMITH of Virginia objected. He hoped 
the bill would be allowed to take its course. 

Mr. BARNARD thereupon moved that the bill 
be printed, and that it lie on the Speaker’s table. 

Mr. MOORE, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported a bill for the relief of James 
Pepper and others: read twice, and referred to the 
Committee of the Whole House. 

Mr. WATTERSON, from the Committee on 
Indian Affairs, reported a joint resolution for the 
relief of certain claimants under the Cherokee 
treaty of 1835-6: read twice, and referred to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. HARRIS asked leave to report a bill to re- 
peal and modify the duties on salt. 

Mr. BRIGGS objected. 

Mr. SMITH of Virginia, from the Committee 
on Revolutionary Pensions, reported a bill for the 
relief of John Peck, and a bill for the relief of 
Esther Sawyer: read twice, and referred to the 
Committee of the Whole Honse. 

Mr. GORDON, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, reported a bill to amend and explain the 
act of 31 May, 1830, entitled “An act to amend the 
actentitled ‘An act for the relief of certain surviving 
officers and soldiers of the Revolution:’ ” read twice, 
and referred to the Committee of the Whole House. 

Mr. G. also made an adverse report. 

Adverse reports were made from different com- 
mittees, by Messrs. MORRIS, BAKER, and 
STATTON. 

ANNUAL REFORT FROM THE PATENT 
OFFICE. 

Mr. R. McCLELLAN called up the motion, 
hitherto submitted by him, to print 5,000 extra co- 
pies of the annual report of the Commissioner of 
Patenis. 

Mr. SMITH of Virginia opposed the motion, 
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The document was too voluminous, and the matter 
which it contained was extra-official and ont of 
the sphere of this Government. The printing of 
the document would involve a heavy expense, and 
for an object entirely unofficial. 

Mr. BRIGGS advocated the printing; and 
moved that the number of copies be increased to 
10,000. 

Mr. McCLELLAN accepted the amendment. 
He contended that the report of the Commissioner 
of Patents was no more than what he was required 
by law to make. He sent to the Cierk a synopsis 
of the contents of the report; which was read. 

Mr. PENDLETON moved the previous ques- 
tion; which was seconded by the House, and the 
main question ordered, 

Mr. SMITH of Virginia called for the yeas and 
nays; but they were not ordered. 

The question was taken ‘on the amendment to 
print 10,000 instead of 5,000 extra copies, and car- 
ried. 

The question then being on the motion, as amend- 
ed, to print 10,000 extra copies— 

Mr. SMITH of Virginia called for the yeas 
and nays; but the House did not sustain the call, 
but decided the question in the affirmative without 
a division. 

The following bilis from the Senate were sever- 
ally read and referred to appropriate committees: 

The bill to alter the place of holding the district 
court of the United States for the district of New 
Jersey. 

The bill making appropriations for the repaving 
and repairing of certain portions of Pennsylvania 
avenue. 

The bill to pertect the titles to lands south of the 
Arkansas river, held under New Madrid locations. 


OREGON TERRITORY. 


The bill authorizing the adoption of measures 
for the occupation and setilement of the Oregon 
Territory, and for extending certain portions of 
the laws of the United States over the same, and 
for other purposes, was taken up. 

On the question of referring this bill, Mr. PEN- 
DLETON moved the reference to the Committee 
on Military Affairs; 

Mr. REYNOLDS moved the reference to the 
Committee of ihe Whole on the state of the Union; 
and 

Mr. EVERETT moved to refer it to the Com- 
miitee on Foreign Affairs. 

The two firs: motions were rejected, and the last 
adopied, referring the bill to the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs. 

The biil from the Senate, to change the time of 
holding the circuit court of the United States fer 
the District of Connecticut, was also read twice, 
and referred. 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

The morning hour having expired, the Chair 
announced thit this day was set apart for the con- 
sideration of business in relation to the District of 
Columbia; and, 

On motion by Mr. UNDERWOOD, the House 
resolved itself into Committee of the Whole, (Mr. 
Warp ef New York in the chair.) 

Mr. SUMMERS called up the bill to require 
one of the judges of the circuit court of the District 
of Columbia berea!ter to reside in Alexandria; and 
ihe bill being amended, at the suggestion of Mr. 
HOPKINS, so as to make the residence in Alexan. 
dria county, instead of within the limits of the town, 
was laid aside to be reported. 

On motion by Mr. UNDERWOOD, the commit- 
tee next took up the bill to incorporate the orphan 
asylum and free school of Alexandria, in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. 

Mr. ROOSEVELT moved to amend it, by stri- 
king out the word “forever,” and inserting “twenty 
years,” for the duration of the charter; and after 
some remarks from Messrs SMITH, POWELL, 
ROOSEVELT, and UNDERWOOD, the motion 
was rejected. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD then moved that the com 
mittee take up the bill for the relief of the Howard 
lnstitation; which was agreed to. He then ex- 
plained that it was proposed by this bill to sell cer- 
tain lots of land in this city for the purpose cf rais- 
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ing $5,000, with which to enable that institation to 
build a house for its use, as it must vacate the 
small building which it now occupied. 

Mr. REYNOLDS opposed the bill, and urged 
that Congress had no more cight to give money to 
the city of Washington, than it had to give it to 
any other city of the Union. 


Mr. W. C. JOHNSON replied, and gave his 
support to the bill. 

Mr. SMITH of Virginia moved that the bill 
be laid aside, with a recommendation that it be re- 
jected. Hereplied to the argument of the gentie- 
man from Maryland [Mr.W. Cost Jounson} that it 
was the duty of Congress to surrender all the lots 
acquired trom the State of Maryland to the District 
of Columbia. 


Mr. W.C. JOHNSON explained. He had only 
spoken in favor of surrendering $5,000 worth of 
lots. 

Mr. SMITH appealed to the committee to say 
whether the scope of the gentieman’s argument was 
not such as he had stated. He then entered into 
an argument against the bill, on the ground that it 
proposed that Congress should take the paupers of 
the District upon their hands, and support them. 
It was the duty of every community to maintain its 
own paupers. Why should the people of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia be excepted from the general 
rule? Why should Congress undertake to support 
the paupers of a community, who were daily in the 
receipt of favors from the Government? As well 
might Congress undertake to support the paupers 
of the States. 


Mr. R. W. THOMPSON advocated the bill, 


and replied to the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. 
Smitu.]} 


[A message, in writing, was received from the 
President ot the United States, by the hands of 
Robert Tyler, esq., his private secretary.] 


Mr. GRANGER replied t» the gentleman from 
Virginia, [Mr. Smirn,} and more particularly to the 
doctrme that each community should support its 
own poor. He alvo replied to the gentleman from 
I\linois, [Mr. Reynotps,] who had opposed the 
giving so much money to the District, whilst so 
litte was appropriated for improvement in the West- 
ern Sia‘es. 

The debate was further continued by Messrs. 
REYNOLDS, SMITH of Virginia, POPE, and 
GORDON; afier which, 


The question was taken on striking out all 
after the enacting clause, and it was negatived— 
34 voling in the affirmative, and 87 in the negative. 
Toe bill was then laid aside, to be reported to the 
House. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD next called up a bill to 
provide for an insane asylum for the District of 
Columbia. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD explained the objects of 
the bill. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON opposed the bil!, and 
maintained that it would incur a vast expense an- 
nually upon the treasury. He was opposed to ap- 
propriations of this kind at a time when there was 
no money in the treasury to pay the ordinary de- 
mands upon it. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD replied; and Mr. JOHN- 
SON rejoined. 

Mr. BRIGGS advocated the bill, and maintained 
that its passage was called for by every principle 
of humanity. 

Mr. ROOSEVELT opposed the bill, and con- 
tended that the revenues of the country were such 
as no! to justify an expenditure of this kind. He 
siated that he bad information, on which he could 
rely, that the revenues were now not more than 
$9,000 000 perannum. He felt it to be an impe- 

ious duty to oppose every appropriation not abso- 
lutely called for by the necessities of the country. 

After some further remarks from Messrs. PROF- 
FIT, CAVE JOHNSON, MALLORY, and FILL- 
MORE, 

On motion of Mr. SMITH, the committee rose; 
and, after the reception and reference of several 
Executive communications, 

The House adjourned, . 
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to pass a joint resolution to make an appropriaii. opinion of | 
for its publication and distribution to the farmen ign, and re 
of the country: referred to the Committee op Agri. rating in 
culture, ipe table. 
Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial from Mr. WO 


eighty persons, who subscribe themselves ag ¢ji), 
zens of the United States, residents of Pennsylya. 
nia, asking Congress to authorize the issue of 
$200,000,000 of Government stock, based on the 
public lands, to be distributed to the States in 
representative ratio, for the purpose of afford. 
ing a sufficient and necessary currency: referred tp 
the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE presented a memoria) 
from inhabitants of Grand Valley, in the State of 
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struction of aharbor in the mouth of Grand river, on to the 
Lake Michigan: referred to the Committee on Ma 
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Mr. W. also presented a memorial from one 
hundred and forty-seven citizens uf the coun'y 
of Oakland, in the State of Michizan, praying 
for the discontinuance of a portion of the military 
road leading from Detroit, in that county, as a use. 


less expense to the people: referred to the Commit. — . 
tee on Roads and Canals. ae cas 
Also, presented a petition from Lewis Lambert, “Til ter 
praying allowance for interest on certain moneys os of thi 
paid for land, the certificates of purchase for which wer to 
were for a very great length of time vacated, P 
and the parchase money was, after this great de- Mr. M 
lay, directed to be returned to him: referred to the uiopted . 
Judiciary Committee. ject of the 
Mr. SMITH of Indiana presented a joint reso. fe th 
lution, adopted by the Legislature of Indiana, in- — 
structing the Senators and requesting the Repre- gm ‘aueere 
sentatives from that State to use their influence to jam Ste , 
procure an appropriation to improve the naviga. mm 2% Be 
tion of the Mississippi, Ohio, Wabash, and other gay % Unite 
important rivers, which are national highways, jg °'" ° 
and tributaries to those rivers. -_, fa 
Also, presented a joint resolution from the same . te 


source, instructing the Senators and requesting the 
Representatives from that State, to urge upon Con- Mr. SI 


gress the establishment of a home market for water- reported 
rotted hemp; which were ordered to lie on the recommae 
table and he printed. relief of 


Also, presented a memoiial, numerously signed, On me 


from citizens of Indiana, on the subject of granting on Clain 
pre-emption rights to land now reserved from the rideratio 
right of pre-emption: referred to the Committee on indemnii 
the Public Lands. under F’ 
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prictors, managers, agents, captains, and pilots, of trict of | 
the several lines of steamboats plying to and from Ji Seorget 
the city of New York, setiing forth that so much vhich ¥ 
of the steamboat law which compels the boais to On m 
be provided with tiller chains instead of ropes, is ji Commi 
destructive of the security of life and property, on sideratic 


account of the difficulty of managing the boats with and Ha 
facility with them; and that they have been com- mitlee 0 


pelled to violate that provision of the law, by rea- On m 
son of which they are subjected to numerous pros mittee ¢ 
cxtions, which are now pending. They pray Con- ther con 
gress to pass a special law, granting them relief of the | 
against these prosecutions; and, for the purpose of tity of 
relieving them from futere prosecutions, to modify Mr. 
that provision of the Jaw referred to. mitlee, 

Mr. DAYTON made some remarks calling the menda 
attention of the Committee on Commerce to ibe lo estal 
subject, and expressing a wish that they would do in the | 
what was right in the premises. ; The 

Mr. HUNTINGTON said similar memorials and th 
had been referred to the Committee on Commerce. Mr. 
The subject bad not been taken up by the reporte 
committee yet, for the reason that the Com- recom 
mittee on Commerce, in the House, had re lief of 
ported a bill to consummate the object; which, 10 Mr. 


doubt, would be passed, and, in the order of basi- Afair 
ness, reach the Committee of the Senate. The HW hich 
committee would then act upen the subject prompt Pi 
ly. It was his individual opinion that the law air 
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id be so altered as not to compel those boats 
“ Sound, to the hazard of life and property, to 
- those chains. 
The memorial was then referred to the Commit- 
pn Commerce. - 
1, DAYTON presented a memorial from cili- 
ys of Trenton, in which they express a favorable 

igion of the plan commonly called the exchequer 
T. and recommend the passage of a law incor- 
‘ating in it the principles of that plan: laid on 
le. 

Oa WOODBURY presented a petition from 
prineas Bennet and Nahum Andrews, represent- 
igg that they bad invented a new apparatus and 
gacbinety for raising wrecks, with which they 
jave saved @ great deal of property, and praying 
Congress to pass a law for their relief, by exempt- 
ing all goods which they save from wrecks from 
the payment of duty: referred to the Committee on 


Finance. 


tee 0 


OREGON TERRITORY. 


Mr. LINN presented joint resolutions adopted 
jy the Legislature of Missouri; declaring that the 
rght to the Oregon Territory is alone in the United 
giates;and that that right is jast, andcannot be aban- 
joned without a disgraceful sacrifice of the nation- 
3 honor; and that it is the duty of the Govern- 
meat to protect our citizens to the fullest extent, 
sho emigrate there, in the rights of property and 
ili the privileges which pertain to citizens of the 
United States. They instruct the Senators, and 
request the Representatives from that Siate, to use 
ibeir exertions forthe adoption of such measures 
ys will tend to a speedy and uncontrolled posses- 
sion of that territory: on motion by Mr. BENTON, 
ordered to be printed. 


Mr. MCROBERTS presented joint resolutions 
alopted by the Legislature of Illinois, on the sub- 
jeccof the Oregon Territory, declaring that the 
iitle of the United States to it is indisputable, and 
averting that the safety of her title was greatly en- 
dangered by the concessions made in the late treaty 
o settle the Maine boundary, and that it will be 
more endangered by a longer delay on the part of 
ihe United States to assert her title and take pos- 
gsion of the Territory. They instruct the Sen- 
siors, and request the Representatives to vote 
tor the bill introduced by Senator Linn, to occupy 
ibe Territory: read, and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. SEVIER, from the Committee on Pensions, 
reported back, without amendment, and with a 
reommendation that it do pass, House bill for the 
relief of Jacob White. 


On motion by Mr. GRAHAM, the Committee 
on Claims was discharged from the further con- 
‘ideration of the petition of Israel Ketchum, for 
indemnity for losses sustained as sub-contractor 
under Farrow & Harris. 

Mr. MILLER, from the Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, reported a bill to incorporate the 
Georgetown College, in the District of Columbia; 
vhich was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Oa motion by Mr. CLAYTON, the Judiciary 
Committee was discharged from the further con- 
sideration of House bill for the relief of Weaver 
and Hayberger; and it was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. 

On motion by Mr. HUNTINGTON, the Com- 
mittee on Commerce was discharged from the fur- 
her consideration of the memorial of the citizens 
of the county of Galena, Iilinois, praying that the 
ily of Galena might be made a port of entry. 

Mr. H. also reported back, from the same com- 
nitlee, without amendment, and with a recom- 
mendation that it be indefinitely postponed, the bill 
establish a port of entry at the city of Galena, 
in the State of Illinois. ™ 

The question was put on this recommendation, 
and the bill was rejected. 

Mr. BAGBY, from the Committee on Pensions, 
reported back, without amendment, and with a 
ftcemmendation that it do pass, the bill for the re- 
lef of James Grays 

Mr. BENTON, from the Committee on Indian 
Afairs, reported a bill for the relief of F. A. Kerr; 
Vhich was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. BENTON, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of the legal 
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representatives of William Walker; which was 
read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. BATES, from the Committee on Pensions, 
reported back, without amendment, and with a 
recommendation that they be indefinitely post- 
poned, House bills entitled 

An act for the relief of Sampson Brown. 

An act for the relief of Eliza Whiteman, and 

An act for the relief of William Patterson. 

Mr. BATES, from the same committee, to which 
had been referred the bill for the relief of Elizabeth 
Hillman, reported adversely to the passage of the 
same, on the ground that she was entitled to re- 
lief under the existing laws; and, on his motion, 
leave was granted to her to withdraw her petition 
and papers, with a view to present them at the 
proper department. 

On motion by Mr. WALKER, the previous 
orders of the day were postponed, and the Senate 
took up, as in committee of the whole, the bill in 
relation to the two per cent. fund of the State of 
Mississippi. 

Mr. WALKER explained that the bill merely 
authorized that State to apply $25,000 of the two 
per cent. fund, which had been relinquished to her 
for another purpose, to the completion of the rail- 
road from Brandon go the Alabama line. 

There being no amendment proposed, the bill 
was reported to the Senate; and, being engrossed 
according to order, was read the third time, and 
passed. 


Mr. BARROW, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported a joint resolution, appropriating 
$1,000 to experiment with the plan of Josiah W. 
Kirk, for guarding steamboats on the Western wa- 
ters against snags, &c.; which was read twice, and 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. YOUNG, on leave, introduced a bill for the 
relief of John W. Skidmore; which was read twice, 
and referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. 


On motion by Mr. KING, the previous orders were 
postponed, and the bill for the relief of the heirs 
of William Fisher was taken up as in committee 
of the wkole; and there being no proposition to 
amend, it was reported to the Senate, and, being 
engrossed according to order, was read the third 
time and passed. 

The bill for the relief of the owners of the fund 
received from the British Government as indemnity 
for slaves lost on board of the Comet and Enco- 
mium, being engrossed, was read the third time 
and passed. 

Engrossed bill for the relief of Casper W. Wea- 
ver, was read the third time and passed. 

THE ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The House bill (No. 645) making appropriations 
for the support of the army and of the Military 
Academy, and for armories, arsenals, arms, and 
munitions of war, and surveys, for the half calen- 
dar year enJing the 30:hof June, 1843, and for 
the fiscal year beginning Ist July, 1843, and end- 
ing the 30th of June, 1844, was taken up as in 
committee of the whole; and the following amend- 
ments, reported from the Committee on Finance, 
were read, and placed under consideration: Pege 3, 
after line 52, insert, “For arrearages for the com- 
pleting quarters and barracks at Fort Severn, Mary- 
land, $9,029 50;” page 6, line 115, after ‘‘year,” 
insert, “Including a survey of the direct commu- 
nication from Albemarle Sound to the Atlantic 
ocean;” page 6, after line 125, insert, “For con- 
tinuing the meteorological observations at the mili- 
tary posts of the United States, under the direction of 
the Surgeon General, for the said fiscal year,$2,000;” 
page 6, after line 125, insert, ‘For the continu- 
ation of improvements on the Missouri, Missis- 
sippi, Ohio, and Arkansas rivers, for said half 
year, $50,000; and for said fiscal year, $160,000.” 

Mr. GRAHAM moved a verbal amendment to 
one of the amendments; which was adopted. 

The first two amendments were then adopted. 

The question being put on the third—ihat ap- 
propriating $2000 for continuing meteorological 
observations— 

Mr. BENTON asked the chairman of the Fi- 
nance Committee if this proposition came from the 
Surgeon General? 
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Mr. EVANS replied that it came from the Sec- 


retary of War. 


Mr. BENTON asked if the Surgeon General 


had not made a report adverse to the proposition; 
and whether the committee had had that report be- 


fore it, and had given it consideration? 
Mr. EVANS replied that the Surgeon General's 
report Was not among the documents before the 


committee; and, therefore, was not taken into con- 


sideration, further than it was known to the com- 
mittee. But the Secretary of War thought the con- 
tinuation of the observations important and neces- 
sary; and in this opinion the committee concurs 
red. 

Mr. BENTON said that, as it appeared the Sar- 
geon General’s report had not been before the com- 
mittee, and as il was desirable that time should be 
allowed for examining and considering it, he hoped 
this item would be passed over for the present. 

Mr. EVANS remarked, thai there was no ne- 
cessity for the delay. With a general knowledge 
of the contents of that report, the committee had 
concurred in opinion with'the Secretary of War, 
that the continuation of the observations was im- 
portant and necessary. 

Mr. LINN said that, some years ago, he had 
looked into this subject. He believed” he was a 
member of a select committee appointed for the 
purpose. During his investigation, he found that 
the War Department, in 1817 or 1818, had institu- 
ted the system of requiring medical men at the dif- 
ferent military posts of the United States to make 
meteorological observations for the information of 
the Government and the country. In consequence 
of this system, a vast amount of information 
reached the department from year to year; bat it 
lay waste and useless for want of generalization 
and arrangement. Atlength, a gentleman of the 
army undertook the arrangement on his own re- 
sponsibility, and published the result in a book, 
which has ever since been esteemed of the most 
valuable character. Had such observations been 
collecied, and in asuitable form, accessible to per- 
sons intrusted with the selection of sites for milita- 
ry posts and fortifications, such a waste of life as 
that which cecurred at Fort Gibson (when, in two 
years, a whole regiment was swept off by disease 
growing out of location) would not have occurred. 

He considered it a matter of greatinterest to con- 
tinue these observations, and declared his convic- 
tion that they could not be intrusted to one more 
capable of performing the duty with satisfaction te 
the public than Mr. Espy. 

Mr. L. pronounced a warm eulogium on Mr. 
Espy’s scientific fitness for the office, and decried 
the attempts which had been made, from time to 
time, to throw ridicule on his phylosophy of storms. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN rejoiced to hear the liberal 
and enlightened sentiments expressed by the Sena- 
tor from Missouri. He (Mr. C.) believed he was 
himself, in some measure, obnoxious to the impu- 
tation of having spoken lightly of Mr. Espy’s the- 
ory; but he felt pleasure in now making atonement, 
by avowing his repentance. He gave the proposi- 
tion of continuing Mr. Espy in office his hearty 
concurrence. 

Mr. WALKER declared that he had known 
Mr. Expy for thirty years—ever since he wasa 
teacher, and he (Mr. W.)a pupil under his instruc- 
tions. He had, since that gentleman had turned 
his attention to meteorological sutjects, made him- 
self acquainted with his theory, and felt perfectly 
satisfied it was founded in truth. He considered 
the work he was now engaged in for the Govern- 
ment, one of the most eminently usefal works of 
science to which public encouragement could be 


iven. 

: Mr. BENTON hed not said anything against 
Professor Expy, nor was it his intention to do so. 
A'l that was beside the question at issue. The 
trne stateof the case was this: In an appropria. 
tion bill of last session, a sum of $3,000 was 
appropriated for the continuation and arrangement 
of meteorological observations in the department 
of the Surgeon General. On the strength of this 
appropriation, the Secretary of War appointed 
Mr. Espy, and instructions were issued to the whole 
army to farnish him with observations, and that 
he should be considered as attached to the depart. 
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ment of the Sargeon General, while he was to 
have the Surgeon General-and the army under his 
control. It was making a new bureau, at the head 
of which Mr. Espy was to be placed. And thus, 
by a side movement, or indirect beginning, that 
which cou'd not be attempted openly, was effected. 
The foundation was laid for this new bureau; and 
now the structure was about tobe raised. It was 
not to stop at this $2000. After the thing is made 
fast, there will be a regular establishment. He 
would read the report of the Surgeon General. 

{Here Mr. B. read the report, stating that Mr. 
‘Espy had done no service for his depariment, 
either as clerk or otherwise, since his appointment; 
and that there was no occasion in the department 
for his services. } 


Mr. B. contended that the Sargeon General 
was fully competent to have the necessary obser- 
vations made and collected, and that the service 
would be effectually done if this appropriation 
was hever made. It was not necessary to create a 
new bureau for the purpose of holding a scientific 
correspondence with all the world. If already, 
within less than a year, it had grown up (as gentle- 
men averred) to 1,500 correspondents, it would very 
shortly require several clerks to do nothing else 
bat frank jetters. There was no knowing where 
the expense was to end. 


Mr. EVANS objected to any postponement of 
the bill on the supposition that the report of the 
Surgeon General was necessary. The Committee 
on Finanee was aware of it; the Senator from Mis- 
souri had it before him. All that could be known 
from delay was already known. 


Mr. BENTON contended that it was improper 
to make this amendment, every way it could be con- 
sidered. The House of Representatives had left 
out the appropriation, having a full knowledge 
not only of the Surgeon General’s report, but of 
the recommendation of the Secretary of War, 
whose letter to the Committee of Ways and 
Means is dated so far back as 13th January. 

Mr. BUCHANAN observed that, in what he 
had to say upon this subject, he certainly did not 
mean to make any insinuation against the Surgeon 
General. He had the pleasure of an acquaintance 
with that gentieman; and he believed a more wor- 
thy and respectable man did not exist. Mr. Espy, 
like all others who had made discoveries of any 
importance, had been assailed by ridicule; and 
probably the zeal which enabled men to make im- 
portant discoverics, always carried them beyond 
the bounds of prudence. This had been Mr. Espy’s 
fate in the beginning; but his mind was now ma- 
tured. And he (Mr. B.) believed with the Senator 
from Mississippi, that in his particular branch 
of science, he was exceeded by no man living: 
such was the opinion entertained of him by the 
most enlightened foreigners. 


The great objection seemed to be, that, by the 
adoption of this amendment, a new bureau would 
be created. But would this be the case? What 
facts had they before them to warrant such an jn- 
ference? Directly the reverse seemed to be the 
cae. Mr. Espy was to be attached to the office 
of the Surgeon General. He was toact under his 
authority and direction; and to receive, as com- 
persation, $2,000 per annum. Wonld that be the 
establishment of a new bureau, amy more than 
the appoiatment of an additional clerk in any de- 
partment of the Government? He could not see 
by what possibility anew bureau was to grow out 
of it. 

But what war the object of the proposition? He 
desired to bring it distinctly before the Senate. In 
August, 1832, an appropriation was made (of 
which he bad no knowledge at the time) for pro- 
curing meteorological observations, under the di- 
rection of the Surgeon General, who appointed 
Mr. Espy to the performance of that duty; and, af- 
ter he had been most advantageous!y engaged upon 
it for a great length of time, it was now proposed 
to cut him down by legislation. Did it not seem 
very invidicus to aim at that gentleman, and him 
alone? Had he done anything to merit such treat- 
ment? If it.were deemed proper to make these 
observations at a!l, at the different mili'ary posts, 
ihere ought to be some gentleman of scientific ac- 
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quirements to genera'ize them; for the mere naked 
observations would be of little avail’ 

The Senator from Missouri [Mr. Linn] had 
jast pat into his hands a beok, which showed the 
estimation in which Mr. Espy was held by the 
most scientific body in the world—he meant the 
French Institution of Natural Science. 

Mr. Bucnanan, having read a passage from 
the work referred to, remarked, that the case conld 
be sommed upin few words. Congress had already, 
by a law, made an appropriation for the purpose of 
employing such an agent es Mr. Espy; and he 
had been employed, not as the head of a bureau, 
but asa subordinate in the cffice of the Surgeon 
General, where he had rendered eminent service 
to the cause of science; and the question was now, 
whether they wouid, by refusing to adopt this propo- 
sition, drive that gentleman trom the pursuit in 
which he had been engage. so much to the advan- 
tage of the military and the naval service, and to 
the enlightenment of all mankind. For his own 
part, he could not conscientious'y do that, by legis- 
lation, which would operate as a sort of personal 
attack upon this gentleman, whom he believed to 
be better qualified than apy other man for this im- 
portant service. 

The debate wascontinued by Messrs. WALKER, 
CALHOUN, BENTON, TAPPAN, and EVANS; 
and then the question was taken on the amend- 
ment, and decided in the affirmative—yeas 28, nays 
13. 

The other amendments were also adopted. 

Mr. MILLER, chairman of the Committee on 
the District of Columbia, calied the attention of 
the Senate to the proviso regulating the appoint- 
ment of cadets for West Point Academy, in which 
it was, in future, to be by apportionment to con- 
gressional districts, giving each member of the 
House a right of nomination, Ii was limited to 
the number of Representatives and Delegates. 
He moved an amendment, allowing one nomina- 
tion for the District of Columbia. 

This was agreed to. 


Mr. KING pointed outa difficulty that might 
arise from the reduction to the number of mem- 
bers by the new apportionment, [266] Hereto- 
fore, although the Secretary of War had the pow- 
er of making the nominations, a practice had 
grown up of allowing each member of Congress 
in turn to make a recommendation from his dis- 
trict. But there were some appointments made by 
the Secretary himself, without reference to locality; 
which enabled him to appoint the sons of military 
officers—a privilege so proper and necessary, that 
it ought poi to be withdrawn. 

After some discussion on this point, it was sug- 
gested thatan addition of ten cadets for that pur- 
pose might be made; and the bill was so amended, 
as that the number of cadets will be one for each 
congressional district, and ten on general appoint- 
ment by the Secretary of War. 

Mr. CONRAD moved an amendment to appro- 
priate $10,000 for removing obstructions from the 
mouth of the Red river. He pointed out the ne- 
cessity of immediate action on this subject; as, if 
something were not speedily done, the channel of 
that river would be changed into the Achafalaya, 
and the course of the river thrown into the Gulf of 
Mexico. 

Mr. EVANS hoped this amendment would not 
be allowed on this bill. There was a bill before 
the Senate on the subject of improving the naviga- 
tion of the Mississippi river and its tributaries, to 
which it conld more properly be attached. 

The amendment was negatived. 

The bili was then reported back to the Senate; 
and the amendments being concurred in, it was 
ordered to be read a third time; and subsequently 
it was read a third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. WHITE, the Senate then 
wen! into executive session; and after some time 
spent therein, adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, February 10, 1843. 

Mr. BEESON presented the preceedings of a meet- 
ing of citizens of Fayette county, Pennsylvania, 
held at the court-house in Uniontown, on the 4th 
February inst.; and also, the memorial of Andrew 


Stewart, George Mason, Daniel Black, esqrs 
two bundred and thirty-seven others, in which : 
respecifully request the Congress of the Yj; 
States to authorize the issue of two . 
3 percent. stock to be divided among 
for the payment of which the public lands ana 
their proceeds to be specifically pledged: Palen 
to the special committee on that subject. a 

Mr. J.C. EDWARDS presented a Memorial of 
the Legislature of Missouri, in reference io the 
Territory of Oregon: referred to the Comittee o 
Foreign Affairs. : 

Mr. READ of Pennsylvania presented a remop 
strance, signed by sundry citizens of Bradford 
county, Pennsylvania, against the repeal of the 
bankrupt law: laid on the table. 

Mr. MEDILL presented the petition of Wy 
Wheatley, clerk of the penitentiary in the district 
of Columbia, praying the allowance of compeng. 
tion for certain services rendered to the institution 

Mr. JOSEPH H. WILLIAMS moved a recon, 
sideration of the vote by which the joint resolution 
of yesterday, in relation to the Cherokee treaty 
was referred to the Committee of the Whole; and, 
without taking the question, the motion was enter. 
ed, and passed over by general consent, 

Mr. LINN moved a reconsideration of the yoje 
by which the proposition of the Committee of 
Claims to employ a clerk was negatived; and de. 
sired the motion to be entered. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON insisted upon taking 
the question of reconsideration now. 

Mr. LINN withdrew his motion. 


GEN. JACKSON’S FINE. 

The SPEAKER announced the next business 
in order to be the resolution for refunding the fine 
imposed on General Jackson, at New Orlears, by 
Judge Hall, in 1815. 

Mr. DAWSON, who was entitled to the floor, 
commenced addressing the House on this subject; 
but had spoken but a few words, when 

Mr. EVERETT rose and objected, that the sub. 
ject on which the gentleman was addressing the 
House was n >t in order. 

The SPEAKER said that reports of committees 
were in order; but believing that all the commit 
tees had reported, he had allowed the gentleman 
from Louisiana [Mr. Dawson] to commence his 
remarks on the next business in order. 

Mr. FILLMORE insisted that the strict order 
of business be observed. 

Mr. SMITH of Virginia asked if it was not 
too late te interrupt the gentleman from Louisiana, 
after he had commenced his remarks, and been 
recognised by the Chair. 

The SPEAKER said the gentleman from Lovis- 
iana had been permitted to proceed by couriesy, 
on the supposition that there were no reports of 
committees to make. As the regular order of bu- 
siness was insisted on, the Chair must observe it. 

Mr. EVERETT rose to a privileged question, 
and moved a reconsideration of the vote referring 
the bill for the occupation and settlement of Ore- 
gon, reported by the Seleet Committee to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole House. As the bill on the 
same subject, which came from the Senate, was 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations, he 
thought this bill should be referred to ihe same 
committee. It was, therefore, that he now meved 
that the vote on the reference to the Committee of 
the Whole be reconsidered. Mr. E. concluded by 
moving the previous question, under the operation 
of which the motion for reconsideration was Cat- 
ried—ayes 88, noes 50. 

On motion by Mr. EVERETT, and under the 
operation of the previous question, the bill was 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. FILLMORE then called for reports of 
committees. 

Mr. WELLER moved to suspend the business 
of the morning hour, in order to allow Mr. Daw- 
son to proceed with his remarks on the resolution 
to refund General Jackson’s fine; bat, on putting 
the question, the motion was rejected. 

On motion by Mr. FILLMORE from the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, the report of the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury in relation to the twelve 
million loan, together with the accompanying 40¢- 
uments, was ordered to be printed. 


Millions of 
the States 





sport time 
ila a res 
(Mr. Wm 
was refer! 
of Ways 
they did, | 
ject Come 
precipital 
a race of 
odium on 
the motiv 
of the Co 
niamel 
fi to th 
Maryland 
with so m 


Mr. PI 
ieman fe 
this subje 
been pre: 
to the Co 

Mr. A 
of the gel 
tell the | 
re, rece 
for that 1 
part ia t) 
not have 
ina Was 
which de 
ashe re 
tule, by 
the recey 
Twe—th 
by whicl 
prived o 
ed in ope 
ferred 

Clerk’s 

not. Ti 
whether 
referred 
pot. FE 
offer to 
to him, | 
to leave 
cide wh 
fay 0 ¥ 

Mention 

South C 

that me 

bad bee 

Means. 

He b 

dled w 

making 

making 

(for the 

larity 

people 
lieman 
doth sic 

they m 

ihey pl 

a last, 

ton ths 

shall ¢ 

Tho, f 
Tal ot 
In debt 
Rod th 
ion, t 




















o 
Ing 


esg 
ine 
by 


)0F, 
Cl; 


ub. 
the 


ees 
nits 
van 
his 


on 


ihe 
yas 
Ds. 


We 


TREASURY NOTES. 


Mr. FILLMORE, from the same ecmmittee, 
ies, and for other purposes; which was twice 
‘and referred to the Committee of the Whole 
the state of the Union. 


ASSUMPTION OF STATE DE8®TS. 


Mr. JOSEPH R. INGERSOLL, by direction of 
tbe Committee of Ways and Means, called up the 
potion to print 10,000 extra copies of the majority 
4nd minority reports of that committee, on the spb- 
act of an issue of two hundred millions of Govern- 
neat stocks to be given to the States. 

Mr. ADAMS hoped that the prioting of these 

ris would not be ordered. Hedid not think 
that it was properly made, for the reason that a 
port time before, a number of memorials, together 
gi a resolution of the genileman {rom Maryland, 

Mr. Wm. Cost JouNson,] on the same subject, 
gas referred to a Select Committee; the Committee 
of Ways and Means, therefore, in reporting as 
iney did, without waiting for the action of the Se- 
ject Committee, acted with unnecessary haste and 
precipitation, and they seemed to bim to have ron 
grace of popularity for the purpose of throwing 
odium on that proposition. He meant to impeach 
the motives of no member of the House—far less 
of he Commitiee of Ways and Means; bul, ia a 
pariiameniary point of view, it was neither respect- 
ful to the House, nor to the gentleman from 
Maryland, for the committee to make their report 
with so much precipitation. 


Mr. PICKENS would respecifully ask the gen- 
ieman from Massachusetts if the memorials on 
this subject (or, at least,a number of them) bad not 
been presented by him, and referred on bis motion 
io the Committee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. ADAMS was upabic to answer the question 
of tbe gentleman; and he would tell him, or rather 
iell the House, the reason why. He bad, it was 
true, received a number of these memorials, and 
for that reason be had felt himself called on to take 
part ia this discussion, which otherwise he would 
nothave done. The gentleman from South Caro- 
lina was perfectly aware of a rule of the House, 
which denied him the privilege of offering petitions 
ashe received them; that, instead of the ancient 
ule, by which particular days were assigned for 
he reception of petitions, they now had the gag- 
twiemthe 21st rule—ihat odious and detesiable rule 
by which the people of the United States were de- 
prived of the right of having their petitions present- 
edinopen day, and compelled to have them re- 
ferred secretly, and subject to a decision at the 
Clerk’s table whether they shall be received or 
nol. That was the reason why he did not know 
whether the memorials presented by him had been 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means or 
nol. He was compelled here, by the rales, not to 
ofer to the House memorials that had been sent 
o him, but to present them at the Clerk’s table, and 
to leave it to the discretion of the Speaker to de- 
tide whether they shall be received or not, and to 
‘ay (0 what committee they shall be referred. He 
mentioned this, to show that the gentleman from 
South Carolina need not make so much of the fact, 
tat memorials presented by him on this subject 
- been referred to the Committee of Ways and 

eans. 

He believed that an unusual motive had oper- 
tied with the Committee of Ways and Means in 
making their report in sach a hurry, and that, in 
making these reports, the majority and minority 
(ior there were two of them) had run a race of pop- 
varity 10 ery down and make odious before the 
People of the United States the project of the gen- 
veman from Maryland, to which—let gentlemen of 
bth sides, Whig or Locofoco, do what they will— 
ey must, in time, come. Let them now say what 

Please, “to that complexion they must come 
a last.” What was it but, in substance, a proposi- 
ton that the General Government of this country 
ail come to the aid of the States of the Union, 
"ho, for laudable purposes, and for objects of gen- 

"a! alility to the country, have involved themselves 
debt from which they cannot relieve themselves, 
ad therefore come to the Government of this na- 
0D, to assist them in discharging those duties 
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which belonged to honor and morality, viz: to pay 
their debts? 

It was far from him to impute any improper 
motives to the Committee of Ways and Means; 
but he said, when he heard these repor's read—ot 
the majority and minority—that they had not con- 
sidered, by any means, the extent and importance 
of the proposition of the gentlemen from Mary- 
land. Though the Speaker bad done him the honor 
to place him on the select commitice raised on that 
subject, he did not mean to be understood as 
committing himself to support it. He did not 
mean to make himself responsible for it. But he 
did, in behalf of the honor of fhe nation, demand 
of its Representatives that the proposition shall be 
fully, fairly, and impartially considered; and not 
set aside in this way by a side blow from the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means. He had said that, 
however lightly either party in this House, Whig 
or Locofoco, Northern or Southera, might treat 
this proposition, they would have tocome to a very 
serious consideration of its objects and i's purposes 
before they could decide against it. It was a mar- 
vellous thing to him—a surprising thing—that the 
Whigs of that House, and the Whig party, should 
feel such extreme anxiety not to have the imputa- 
tion fixed on them that they favored the project of 
the gentleman from Maryland. They might think, 
because the Locofocos were now in such a 
flow of victory, that they might be subject to the 
charge of treason, and to be tried under the second 
stciion, if they were suspected of favoring this 
project for relieving the States who were involved 
in debt. It seemed to him, so fearful was the 
committee of having such an imputation fixed on 
them, that they ran a race ia making their report. 
The Whigs who made i', seemed to think that their 
salvation depended upon their protesting that they 
never, never would consent to give any aid to the 
States involved in the burden of debt. Some of 
the States, it seemed, had refused to acknowledge 
their debts at all; and they had had declarations 
from one of them-—the State of Mississippi—that 
the people of that Siaie would socner endure war 
than pay their debis. 

Mr. JACOB THOMPSON wished to correct 
the gentleman. The State of Mississippi never 
had refused, and never would refuse, to pay her 
debts. , 

Mr. ADAMS said he would refer the gentleman 
to the letter of Governor McNatt, in which that 
declaration was made. 

Mr. JACOB THOMPSON said he wished dis- 
tinetly to declare that the State of Mississippi had 
never refused to pay her debts; but that she had 
refused to acknowledge as a debt, a claim made on 
her by anauihorized persons. 

Mr. ADAMS said, there was the letter from Gov. 
McNutt: the gentleman might! send for it. 

Mr. THOMPSON said that the gentleman might 
seud for it himself. And he would adi, that the 
letter of the Governor, which the gentleman spoke 
of, was a private, and not an official letter. The 
State of Mississippi only acted by her Legislature, 
with the approval of the Governor, aud not by the 
Governor alone. 

Mr. PICKENS rose to a question of order. 
This was a question of printing; and if this exten- 
sive field of debate was to be opened, there was 
no knowing where it would end. 

The SPEAKER stated to the gentleman from 
South Carolina thatthe question of printing opened 
the whole merits of the case. 

Mr. ADAMS Continued. He would have the 
letter of Governor McNutt here, and he hoped the 
gentleman from Mississippi would read it for his 
own character’s sake, for Governor McNutt said 
that the two Representatives from Mississippi cen- 
curred with him in saying that they would rather 
go to war than pay the debt. He wished to know 
if the gentleman concurred with the Governor. 

Mr. JACOB THOMPSON said he weuld in- 
form the gentleman that he did concur with the 
Governor, in preferring to go to war to paying 
a claim that his Statej had never acknowledged to 
be adebt. Neither he nor his State had ever re- 
fused to pay a debt that was due by the State. Let 
the gentleman produce the letter itself. 

Mr. ADAMS said, there was the letter he re- 


—— 
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ferred to; and init the Governor expressly said 
that his State would rather go to war than pay a 
cebt. He did not intend to enter into the question 
whether the State of Mississippi had been de- 
frauded by i's own agents or officers. He did not 
intend to enter into that question at all. He now 
desired the Clerk to read the letter of Governor 
McNutt, as the gentleman was so exceedingly 
anxious te have it produced. 

Toe letter of Governor McNutt was then read. 
It was a private letter, written to a gentleman in 
Richmond, and published in one of the Richmond 
papers. 

Mr. ADAMS resumed, and said, on that the 
House could determine. He did not intend to en- 
ter into the metaphysicai question whether the State 
of Mississippi was or was not bound to pay its 
bonds. By his letter, Governor McNutt presup- 
posed that war would come from abroad, in con- 
sequence of the refusal of the State of Mississippi 
to pay them; and he preferred to go to war, rather 
than pay those bonds. Now he (Mr. A.) wouid 
inquite of this House if the foresight of the Gov- 
crnor of Mississippi should prove trae—if the 
Governments of those subjects, who have suffered 
in their property by their trust and confidence in 
ithe punctuality of the Siate of Mississippi, should 
come here and demand that this Government 
should seitle those demands—what would Mr. 
President Tyler and his Secretary answer? He 
(Mr. A.) thought they would have applications of 
that sort, and he weuld presume that the President 
would not answer them; but not answering a de- 
mand between sovereign States, was not getting 
rid of that demand. This Government would 
have—and this House would have, they might 
take his word for ii—applications that would re- 
quire answering at some time or other, to that ef- 
iect. Now he would suppose the case that the 
Goverrment of Holland, or the Government of 
Great Britain—whose subjects were suffering under 
the scruples of the Government of the State of 
Mississippi, whether that State was or was not 
bound to pay those debts,—he would sup- 
pose that those subjects called upon their Gov- 
ernments, saying that the people of those 
States had received their money—that they 
had promised repaymen', and that they had re- 
fused to pay, and then those subjects called upon 
their Government to interfere; those Governmen!s 
would say, This is one ¢f the States of your Union, 
and you are bound to pay their debts. Suppose, 
then, the President and the Secretary of State did not 
choose to answer; and suppose one or both of those 
Governments should declare war against the State 
or Mississippi, and should send their steamers up 
to Na'chez, if they could get there: would the re- 
fusal of the Siate of Mississippi to pay her bonds 
prevent this Government beirg called upon to as- 
sist her? They are invaded—martial law is de- 
clared—and he thought they would hear some- 
thing about the obligation of ths Union to stand 
by its members in case of war and invasion and 
the declaration of martial law. Governor Me- 
Natt foresaw this state of things, but he did not 
care to avoid it. Now, if they would not pay 
their debts, the Paixhan guns of those foreign Gov- 
ernments might go there, perhaps; and on the 
question whether the State of Mississippi 
was strictly bound to meet her obligations, there 
would be another modeot reasoning applied. And, 
in that case, what would this Government do? 
Wouald they abandon one of the States of this 
Union to the hands of the enemy? Or would they 
feel compelled to pay the bonds, for which such 
State had been willing to go to war? Twenty one 
millions of dollars had jast been exacted from 
China, in addition to a sum before exacted, as the 
payment ofa debt of not a dissimilar character. 
Suppose, then, the Siate of Mississippi required 
not only to pay the amount of her bonds, but twen- 
ty-one millions of dollars to defray the expenses of 
those Paixhan guns, which should reduce her to 
the ncessity of subseribing to anything—what 
would this Government do? Was it prepared to 
stand by, and say “It is nothing to us? This is 
a question between the State of Mississippi and 
foreign Governments; and it is nothing to us. We 
cannot interfere; we mast be neutral between these 
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foreign powers and the peop'e of the State of Mis- 
sissippi.” Would that be their answer? And he 
would again say, the question would come up in 
that form; and this Government must do something 
not only torelieve the State of Mississippi, but 
other States also, which had come to the same de. 
termination. He did not say that one of those 
States, as he understood, intended to make a formal 
and explicit declaration of war; but they adopted 
measures of the same kind, which would lead to 
the same ex'ireme. 

The event which be had now supposed—and 
sopposed because it was suggested by the Chief 
Magistrate of the State of Mississippi, who had 
come to that conciusion—he would now say, was 
not only possible, but highly probable, if the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means—majority and minor- 
ity—continued the pol.cy which they had indicated. 
He (Mr. A.) & ‘ght be asleep with his fathers be- 
fore it came, bt come it would; and he called 
upon this Hous. —he called upon every State of 
this Union to look at it in the face, and to consider 
well the decision to which they should come, and 
in what manner this country could avoid war if 
the Siates were not relieved from their debts—dx bts 
in the most part contracted for laudable purposes 
~~ ebis, the contracting of which, and the uses of 
the money expended in their accumulation, were 
of national importance and usefalness. They 
were of importance in a pecuniary point of view. 
Speaking oi them generaliy, these debts had been 
contracied—thorgh there might be some excep- 
tions—for internal improvements of the country 
which this Government had imposed upon the 
State Legislatures, by refusing to underiake them 
itself, as he believed their constitutional duty re- 
quired should be done. Theie/ore, on every prin- 
ciple—on the principle of morality, on the princi- 
ple of sound policy, on the principle of expediency 
—this Government, and this Congress, were bound 
to consider seriously in what wanner this Congress 
could come to the aid of thoce States, without in- 
curring the dangers and the horrors of war, for 
the purpose of sustaining the States of this Union 
in the principle, both unjust and immoral, of refu- 
sal to pay their debts. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD inquired if the morning 
hour had not expired. 

The SPEAKER said it bad not. He then claim- 
ed the privilege of responding to some remarks 
of the genileman from Massachusetts, by which 
an imputation Was cast upon him for the manner 
in which he had exercised the powers which the 
House had vested in him. 

Mr. ADAMS explained, and disclaimed any in- 
tention to make any imputation on the Speaker, 
but on the necessity which required such a rule. 

Mr. GWIWN was about to address the House, but 
as the morning hour was nearly expired, 

Mr. J. THOMPSON hoped that, by general con- 
sent, his colicague would Le allowed to proceed. If, 
however, objection were mace, he should move 
a suspension of the rules. 

The SPEAKER intimated that the genileman 


from Mississippi [Mr. Gwin] would be entitled to | 


the floor during the morning hour to-morrow. 


Mr. UNDERWOOD said as the gentleman had | 


only four or five minutes remaining of the morning 
hour, he hoped that gentleman would defer his re- 
marks until to-morrow; for he (Mr. U.) should in- 
sist on the special order being taker up. 


Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL said, so far from this | 


being an attack on the State of Mississippi, he 
considered the main atiack cf the gentleman jrom 
Massachusetis—an atiack cruelly made—to be on 
him; and against the commitiee of which he was 


avery humble member; an attack which, if the | 


Speaker would permit him to say so, was an im- 
putation of motve, which it was the daty of the 
Speaker to have stopped. What right had the 
gentleman {rom Massachusetts to impute a motive 
to him, or to any. member of that committee. 

The SPEAKER interposed, and, after a few 
words, the floor was yelded to 

Mr. GWIN observed that an evident error had 
occurred in printing the letter, just read, from 
Governor McNutt, in which he is made to say that 
‘“‘atthe risk of my life and political aspirations, I 
prevented the sale of 10 of bonds authorized to 
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be given by Gwin to the Union Bank.” No person 
of that name had any agency in the delivery al- 
luded to, and it was no doubt a misprint. 

Sir, (said Mr. G.) the gentleman from Massa~ 
chusetts seems to have a great dread of the appear- 
ance of steamships of Great Britain in the waters 
of the Mississippi. Had the gentleman always 
been as tenacious to prevent their appearance in 
these waters as he seems to beat present? If he 
was not mistaken, a question of adjourned veracity 
existed between the gentleman from Massachusetts 
and another distinguished citizen of this country, 
(Mr. Clay.) on the charge that the former, at the 
treaty of Ghent, ws willing to surrender the free 
navigation of the Mississippi to the British nation. 
He would Jike to hear the gentleman clear up that 
charge before he appeared as the especial cham- 
pion for protecting the waters of the Mississippi 
from being navigated by British war steamers, 
especially when this protection was to be brought 
about by the assumption of the debts of the States, 
to avoid a war with Great Britain. 


He (Mr. G ) felt degraded to hear a Representa- 
tive of the American people on this floor hold up 
the history of the war in China as a warning to 
this nation to avoid a war with Great Britain, lest 
we shonld, in like manner, be compelled to buy 
peace, as did that nation, by the payment of twenty- 
one millions of dollars. These States, which had 
successfully waged two wars with that powerfal 
nation, and brought both to an honorable termina- 
tion, when in the infancy of their power, sre now, 
in full manhood, to be threatened with the danger 
of buying a dishonorable peace, if from any cause 
there should be a collision between the two na- 
tions. It was a source of humiliation to him to 
hear such remarks trom any quarter, and espe- 
cially from a Representative on this floor. 


He (Mr. G.) was not disposed to enter into the 
question of the validity of the bonds issued for the 
Mi:sissippi Union Bank, and the liability of the 
State to pay those bonds; but the question appeared 
to be so completely misunderstood and misrepre- 
sented, both here and elsewhere, that he would 
avail himself of this occasion to state the position 
which the majority of the people of the State oc- 
cupy on that queetion. The question was simply, 
Shai! the State assume a debt contracted in viola- 
tion of its constitution and laws? for he contended 
that these bonds were issued in violation of the 
constitution, and fold by the agents of the bank 
in v olation of the law, (unconstitutional as it was,) 
upon the basis of which they were issued. 

The SPEAKER announced to the gentleman 
from Mississippi that the morning hour had ex- 
pired. 


Mr. GWIWN said he should like to have a little 
more time. (Cries of “Go on.”} 

Mr. J. THOMPSON moved that the rules of 
the House be suspended for one kour. [Cries of 
“No, no.”] He hoped, then, that his colleague 
would be allowed to go on by general consent. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD said he was afraid it would 
lead to a general discussion, or he would willingly 
consent. 

Mr. WISE. That is what we desire. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I know you do, but it 
would obstruct the District business. 

Mr. THOMPSON then again moved that the 
rules be suspended for one hour. 

Mr. BARNARD objected, on the ground that the 
geniieman from Kentacky [Mr. Unprerwoop] 
having called for the orders of the day, it was not 
compeient to the gentleman from Mississippi to 
make another motion, until a pending one was dis: 
vosed of. 

Mr. THOMPSON proposed to modify his 
motion, if it would obviate objection, so as to sus- 
pend the rules for balf an hour. 

Mr. WISE. I will not vote for that. 

Mr. W. C. JOHNSON inquired if the gentle- 





man from Mississippi would not have the floor © 


to-morrow morning? 
The SPEAKER replied in the affirmative, and 
the subject went over. 
BUSINESS OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUM. 
BIA. 
Mr. UNDERWOOD then offered a resolution to 


take the businees of the District of Columbia , 
of committee at half-past 2 o'clock. 7 
The SPEAKER said that it could only bey. 


‘ceived by general consent. 


On motion by Mr. UNDERWOOD, the Ho 
resolved itself into Committee of the Whole (Me 
Wanp of New York in the chair) and rey . 
the consideration of the bill providing for the j, 
natic asylum in the District of Columbia. 7, 
bill was discussed by Messrs. MALLORY UN. 
DERWOOD, RANDALL, WISE, STEENRO} 
ALLEN, JOHN G. FLOYD, CAVE JOHNgoy’ 
BRIGGS, HOPKINS, WISE, W. SMITH, ap; 
others; and it was then laid aside to be reporied jy 
the House. 

The committee next took up a bill Providing for 
the speedy administration of justice in the Distrie 
of Columtia, and for other purposes. 

After debate, the bill was laid aside to be 4. 
ported to the House. 

The committee then took up the bill to abolig 
imprisonment for debt in the District of Columbia, 
except in cases of fraud, and for other Purposes: 
and after some discussion, it was laid aside to be 
reported to the House. 

The committee next took up a bill to provide for 
the completion of the Potomac bridge; which was 
laid aside to be reported to the House. 

The committee next took up a bill respecting 
suits at law in the District of Columbia, and i 
diminish the costs thereof, and for other purposes, 


Mr. GIDDINGS offered an amendment, pro. 
viding that, when any persons shall be arrested as 
fugitive slaves, costs shall not be taxed agains 
them; but that the person arresting them shall pay 
the costs, if he fails to prove that he is a slave. 

After some remarks against the bill from Mr. 
WISE, and a reply by Mr. RANDALL, 


Mr. WISE moved to postpone its further con 
sideration, and take up some other bill. He was 
not prepared now to debate the amendment of the 
gentleman irom Ohio, [Mr. Grppinos;} but if it 
was considered, the debate would last to the end of 
the session. 


Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved that the commit 
tee rise; which motion was carried, and the cou- 
mittee rose. 

A message was received from the Senate, re 
turning the army appropriation bill, with sundry 
amendments; and, 

On motion of Mr. FILLMORE, it was referred 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

The House then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Saturpay, February 11, 1843. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON presented the proceed: 
ings of a military convention held at Albany, ia 
the State of New York, on the 25ih of January, 
1843, in which various resolutions had been adopt- 
ed for re-organizing and classifying the militia of 
that State, and recommending a re-organization 
and classification of the militia of the United States, 
the abolition of the Military Academy at West 
Point; and an amendment of the act of Congress 
of 1808, providing for the distribution of arms 
among the militia. 

He said he was gratified to see such a movement 
coming from the great State of New York, and 
particularly from tbat portion of her citizens in- 
trusted with the command of her militia, who 
were the constitational defenders of the coanlry, 
and in whose bands the liberties of the country 
would ever be safe. That ke bad expressed sim- 
ilar views ten years ago upon this fleor, as to the 
abolition of the Military Academy—that it was “aris 
tocralic and anti-republican”’ in all its tendencies, 
and should be abolished. He therefore moveda 
reference of so much of the proceedings as rel 
to the abolition of the academy to the Commiliet 
on Military Affairs, with the following instruc 
tions: 

1. To inquire into the expediency of abolishing 
the academy. 

2. To inquire into the expediency of apply- 
ing the money now expended on it “‘to the diffu. 
sion of military instruction in the different States. 
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3. To inquire into the best mode of accomplish- 
tog the object ; 

He was sure that those recommendations, com- 
ing from such athigh source, would entitle them to 
the serious and favorable consideration of the 


. ; 
mmitiee. ° 
It ~ also moved a reference, to the same com- 


. pitiee, of so much of the proceedings as related 
i, Mw arming the militia, with the following instruc- 
: = inquire into the propriety of amending the 
. of 1808, so as to make the distribution cf arms 
nd ME among ibe States in proportion to their representa- 
to HA tion in Congress. So much of said proceedings as 
relates to the organization and classification of the 
or MEE militia, he moved a reference to the Committee on 
ict Mg the Militia. ; 
vr. BRIGGS of Massachusetts objected to the 
e. ME instructions to the committee, and the resolutions 
vere referred without them. 
sh Mr. POPE presented resolutions of the Gover- 
ia, fag vor and Legislature of Kentucky (as was under- 
os: ME stood) on the subject of the improvement of the 
be MAE Wesiern waters; which were laid on the table, and 


ordered to be printed. 
for Mr. C. H. WILLIAMS presented a resolution 
a5 HEE directing the Committee on Public Lands to in- 

quire into the expediency of granting to the La 
ng ME Grange and Memphis Railroad Company three 
io ME or four townships of public land, to enable them 
to complete their road. The resolution was 
agreed to. 


af Mr. HOWARD presented a preamble and reso- 
ast ae lutions of the Legislature of Michigan, on the sub- 
ay Ia ject of the repayment of the fine imposed on Gene- 


ral Jackson in 1815; and while moving that they 
fr be printed, he took occasion to say that he entirely 
" BB dissented from the principles of the preamble and 
resolutions. The motion was agreed to. 
- Mr. McCKENNAN presented a memorial of 133 
citizens of Monongahela city, Pennsylvania, pray- 
ing Congress to take into consideration the plan of 
Mr. Wm. Cost Jonnson for the relief of the 
Sites. He stated that it was signed by gentle- 
men of all parties. The memorial was referred 
nit HMB to the Select Committee on that subject. 
ith Mr. BRONSON moved that the House take up 
bill No. 740, entitled “A bill to authorize an in- 
re HM vestigation of late frauds under the pre-emption 
dry HMM laws, and for other purposes, 

After a few words from Mr. B., 
rei The bill was taken up, and amended, on ‘he mo- 
the HM tion of Mr. OWSLEY, by the introduction of a 

clause to abolish the office of secretary to sign 
land patents, (now held by Mr. Robert Tyler,) and 
requiring the Register of the Land Office to per- 
form those duties. 

Mr. TRIPLETT moved that the bill for the re- 
eq. fa ef of Henry M. Shreve, and to authorize the 
“in ag Purchase of bis patent for a snag-boat, with the re- 
; portof the committee thereon, be recommitted. 


uy, 

»pt- Mr. CROSS said he did not object to the motion 
: of HM submitted by the gentleman from Keatucky, but 
ion HH hoped it would prevail. The select committee had 


tes; HM carefully investigated the subject of Mr. Shreve’s 


fest HM petition, and accompanyiog evidence. Upon that 
(ess HM investigation, they entertained no doubt as to the 
ms HH vention of the snag-boat by the petitioner. He 

bad not only been so regarded for the last ten or 
en! Me welve years, in the Western country, but, four 
and HMB years since, had actually obtained a patent-right 
in- HB ‘or the invention, Recently, it had been alleged 
pho MM ‘bat another person communicated to the War De- 
ry, He pariment, as far back as July, 1824, a plan similar 
ity iy every respect to that upon which the snag-boat 
- been constructed. If so, the patent to Mr. 


Streve, it would appear, had been improperly 












iss HB ivarded. The beat had been used with efficiency 
e fot many years, under the superintendence of the 
d a 


pelitioner; and its utility, as well as indispensa- 

Recessity, in removing obstructions to the ha/i~ 
gallon of the Western rivers, was conceded by all 
having any knowledge of the subject. The bill 
teported by the select commiltee, he was sure, un- 
ihe circumstances, could not be carried; and, as 
speedy and final action was material to the cause 
of justice and the public interest, he hoped there 
ould be no objection to the motion. It was 
tbrough the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Trir- 
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LETT] that his attention bad been called to the sub- | Tucmpson the clause in the constitution of the 


ject, a few days since. Until then, he had no 
knowledge, nor had the select commiitee, that any 
person other than the petitioner claimed to be the 
inventor of the snag-boat. Sheer justice required 
that the matter should be carefully investigated. 

The bill was then recommitied. 

Mr. BURKE wiilidrew from the files the papers 
in the case of Francis Cobb, which he presented 
at the last session. 

Mr. CASEY presented :esolations of the Stete 
of Illinois, in favor of the bill of Mr. Linn, of the 
United States Senate, for the occupation of the 
Oregon Territory. 

Mr. J.C. EDWARDS presented a communica- 
tion from Mr.-R. D Dawson, in relation to the 
northern boundary of Missouri; which was or- 
dered to be } rinted. 

By general consent, the bill in relation to the ex- 
emplification of records of land patents, and other 
evidences of title, and amendatory of the act en- 
titled “An act to reorganize the General Land Of- 
fice,’? was taken up, ordered tu be engrossed, and 
read a third time, and passed. 

Mr. GENTRY, in parsuance of notice previous- 
ly given, introduced a bill to amend the act entitled 
‘An act for the relief of George Maytield,” passed 
July 27, 1842. lt was read three several times, 
and passed. 

On motion of Mr. ADAMS, the Senate bill for 
the occupation of Oregon Territory was ordered to 
be printed. 


NEW YORK CUSTOM-HOUSE. 


Mr. G. DAVIS moved to discharge the Commit- 
tee of the Whole from the further consideration of 
the bill introduced by him, to reduce the number 
and compensation of the officers employed in the 
New York custom house. 

Mr. CUSHING. Is the motion in order? 

The SPEAKER said it was not. 

Mr. G. DAVIS then moved a suspensivun of the 
rules, in order to enable him to submit the motion. 

The House agreed to suspend the rules—ayes 
115, noes 28 

Mr. CUSHING rose to a question of order. 
He contended that it would be contrary to the 
rales to discharge the Commitiee of the Whole 
from the consideration cof a bill which had never 
been discussed in committee. 

The SPEAKER decided that, as the bill con- 
tained no appropriation, its consideration by the 
Committee of the Whole was not necessary. 

Mr. G. DAVIS then submitied his metion to 
discharge the Committee of the Whole from the 
further consideration of the bill: which was agreed 
to. 

The bill was read. 

Mr.G. DAVIS called for the previous question 
on the epgrossment of the bill; and there wasa 
second. 

The engrossment was ordered; and the bill, hav- 
ing been reed a third time, was passed without a 
division. 

A reconsideration was moved, and rejected by 
the House. 


THE STATE DEBTS. 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
motion of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. 
J. R. Incersoiy,} to print 10,000 extra copies of 
the majority and minority reports upon the assump- 
tion of the State debts. 


Mr. GWIN—being entitled to the floor from 
the morning hour of Friday—contisued his re- 
marks in reply to Mr. Apams. He said that, at 
the expiration of the morning hour of yesterday, he 
was stating the grounds assumed by a majovity of 
the people of Mississippi, in refusing to acknowl- 
edge the bonds issued in the name of the Siate for 
the Mic:sissippi Union Bank, as, the debt of the 
State. In order toa proper understanding of the 
question, it was necessary to give a short history of 
it, 78 it had arisen in the State of Mississippi. As 
this had been done with great conciseness and 
clearness by his colleague, [Mr. Taompson,] in a 
letter extensively cireulated in 1841, be woul! 
ask the Clerk to read that part of it he had 
marked. 

The Clerk then read from the letter of Mr. 


j 
| 





State of Mississippi prohibiting the pledging the 
faith of the State, except under certain restrictions. 
Also, a history of the Mississippi Union Bank; the 
passage of the first charter; the passage of the 
unconstitutional supplement, by authority of which 
the bonds were issued; and the sale of the bonds, as 
follows: , 


The constitution provides that “No Jae shall ever be passed 
to raise a loan of money upon the credit of the State, or to 
pledge the faith of the Siate for the payment or redemption of 
any loan or debt, unless such /aw be propesed in the Benate or 
House of Representatives, and be agreed to by a majority of the 
members of each House, and entered on their journals, with the 
yeas and nays taken thereon, and be referred to the next suc- 
ceeding Legislature, and published for three months previous to 
the next regular election, in three newspapers of this State; and 
unless a majority of each branch of the Legislature ao elected 
after such publication shall agree to and pass such law; and, in 
such case, the yeas and nays shall be taken and entered on the 
journals of each House.” 

This wise provision of our Constitution is peculiar to our 
State; and, amidst the general pecuniary embarrasements 
which now press so heavily upon the energies of several of our 
sister States, arising from imprudent and haaty legislation, and 
from an unadvised pawning of that brightest jewel of the State— 
her faith—for the purpose of raising money to be used by the 
FEW to the prejudice of the Many, every Mississippian should 
feel grateful to the framers of our constitution for their pru- 
dence and forecast in thus guarding our honor and our proper- 
ty, by restraining from tampering with our faith or credit as a 
State, a Legislature whose course of conduct has evidently pro- 
ceeded from impulse, rather than wise and deliberate councils. 
But it would be a mockery of constitutional governments to say 
to their agents, “thus far shalt thou go, and no farther,” and 
yet QUIETLY SANCTION EVERY INFRACTION OF RESBRVED 
RIGHTS. 

At the January session of 1837, the Legislature of our State 
passed an act entitled “An act to incorporate the subscribers te 
the Mississippi Union Bank,” in which you must mark the facts 
that no provision is made that the State of Mississippi shali be 
a subscriber for stock. But, on the contrary, section 4 of the 
law says “that the owners of real estate situated in the State of 
Mississippi, and who are citizens thereof, shall be the only per- 
sons entitied to subscribe.’ This law provides that the capital 
ofthe bank shall be $15,000,000; that the books of subscription 
shall be kept open for six months, under the inspection of ten 
managers, to be chosen by the Legislature; that so soen ea five 
thousand shares ehal! have been subscribed, the Governor of 
the State shall appoint thirteen directors, to serve for twelve 
months, who shall take charge of the benk and the books of 
subscription; that after the books are closed, the bank may go 
into immediate operation, whenever it shall appear that at least 
$500,000 shall have been subscribed and paid in; that those de- 
clared stockholders by the directors shal! pay into the bank the 
sum of ten dollars upon each and every share subscribed; that 
the stockholders shall give their bonds to the bank for the 
amount of stock allowed to each, and shall also execute mort- 
gages upon real estate, with the privilege of including one- 
fourth of the amount on slaves, to secure the payment of their 
stock bonds—(thus, not only the property mortgaged, but the 
whole estate of the stockholder would have been bound for the 
redemption of the stock;) and that both the principal and inter- 
est of the bank bonds were to be paid by the bank as they sev- 
erally felldue. Then it is further provided, that the State shall 
pledge its faith for the redemption of the capital stock; or, in 
other words, shall become the security of the subscribers for 
siock, upon being allowed ten per cent. of the profits of the 
bank,the appointment of five of the thirteen directors, and a 
standing accommodation loan of $200,000; and the 30th section 
requires the Governor to execute to the said bank, from time to 
time, bonds in amount proportioned to the sums subscribed and 
secured to the satisfaction of the directors until the whois 
amount of bonds shall be furnished. In this charter you wilt 
at once perceive no risk, 10 hazard of taxation whatever. 

This act was published—not the length of time required by 
the constitution, it is true; but still, it was published; and it is 
unworthy of this great question to dwell on quibbles. At a suc- 
ceeding Legislature, which met in January, 1838, the same law 
came up for re-enactment. While it wae still pending, and be- 
fore another vote was taken upon it, a joint committee of the 
Senate and House of Representatives—a committee of the 
greatest weight and highest ney ere that can at any time 
be raised— was appointed, and instructed to “examine whether 
the said bill can be amended; and if a0, whether it be practica- 
ble to change it into a State bank exclusively.” From the 
unanimous report of that committee, permit me to draw your 
attention to the following extracts: 

“But as to that portion of the said charter which relates to 
the subscribers or stockholders to the said institution being the 
primary condition on which the faith of the State is to be 
pledged, and as such constitutes a vital part of it, we have no 
power to change the same, unless it should be again submitted 
to the people for their sanction, which would have the teadency 
to postpone, for at least two years, its consummation. This 
course your committee believe would be directly at war with 
the wishes of our constituents,” &c. 

This report was received, and unanimously adopted by the 
Legislature. At that time, while the charter is still pending, 
and open, of course, to all amendments admissible under the 
constitution, it is the unanimous opinion that the vital parts of 
the bili cannot be changed without a re submission of the char- 
ter to the people; consequently, the origina] charter becomes @ 
law on the 5th day of Febrnary, 1838, without change or alter- 
ation. Without calling in question the conatitutionality of this 
charter, I might stop, and triumphantly ask, Has a single bond 
of the State been issued and eold under this charter? If so, 
who were the directors appointed by the Governor to ma 
the bank? Who were the subscribers for stock? Had 
books of subscription been kept open six months? How many 
stockholders had paid ten doilars upon each and every share 
subscribed? How mary bonds for stock had been given and 
secured by satisfactory mortgage? Not one of these things had 
been done at the time the bonds in question were issued and 
sold: and the purchaser must have known it. 

But here follows the explanation: Ten days after the 5 
age of the foregoing charter, the same Legisiature that r- 
mined by unanimous vote that the charter could not be amend- 
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ed while pending before them, passed “An act mprmeuaay | 
jesissippi | 


to an act to incorporate the subscribers to the 
Union Bank;” wherein, uoder the magic utile of “supplement,” 
they endeavored w do indirectly what the conscience of every 
member checked him in eo directly. They made changes 
in the charter, by way ol supplement, which, but a few days 
before, they had declared, uoder oath, would vitiate the whole 
instrument. This procedure was in violation of all parliamen- 
tary rule, known in thisor any other enlightened country; and 
it can be considered inno other light than a legislative fraud, 
because it violated not only the constitution, according to their 
own showing, but aleo one of their express rules of order, 
which prohibited the repeal of any law the same session at 
which was passed. On the 15th of February, 1838, this act 
took the form andehape of law. The very first section changed 
altogether the attitude of the State tothe bank. In the original 
act, the State, being amply indemnified, agrees to stand as the 
security ef the stockholders; in this supplemental act she be- 
comes primarily liable for $5,000,000. In the original act, no 
individual but a citizen of the State can subscribe and take 
stock; in this act, the State becomes a subscriber for stock, 
and, by express repeal, gives up her ten per cent. of the 
profits, her five directors, and her accommodation loan of 
$200,000. and becomes a partner in the banking adventure. All 
this isdone under the talismanic word “supplement,” without 
submitting it in any way to the people! Now, it must be ap- 
parent to the commonest understanding, that it was notin the 
power of the Legislature to make the State a subscriber for 
stock in that bank—to render her liable for the sum of 5,000,- 
000, or any other amount—to change her attitude in any respect 
towards the stockholdersin the bank—to enlarge or diminish 
her interest in the bank, as it stood at the passage of the origi- 
nal charter, without submitting it to the action of the people. 
This right had been expressly reserved to the people in their 
fundamental law; and, until they had been consulted in the 
manner preecribed, all action by their supposed agents was 
null and voi’; and the whole world were bound to take notice 
ofit. These propositions are so self evident, no man of candor 
and discrimination will dispute them. The only question re- 
maining is, Does the presentsupposed liability arise under and 
by virtue of the supplement? 

It is apparent that it does so arise—Ist, from the very terms 
of the mortgages for stock which were drawn up by the officers 
of the bank, and which have been recorded in almost every 
county of the State; in which it is set forth that the intent of 
the mortgage ts to secure the payment of only $10,500,000; leav- 
ing $5,000,000 (the sum already sold) to be paid by the State, by 
virtue of the supplemental act. 2d. It is apparent from these 
facia, that, at the time of the issuance of the five mi lions of 
bonds now held abroad, there were no subscribers for stock; 
that the books of subscription had not been kept open six 
months, as requiced by the original charter; that no bonds for 
stock, and no mortgages tosecure them. hal been taken; that no 
directors had been appointed by the Executive to examine and 
— upon the validity of the mortgages; and that not a dollar 


vad been paid in on a single share of stock: therefore, they 
must have been issued in pursuance of the supplemental act; 
or else there is more baseness in this whole transaction than 
ever characterized any other act of public functionaries. 3d. 


It te apparent, from the very terms of the power of attorney 
from the managera of the bank to the commissioners who went 
abroad to sell these bonds, This power of attorney, after reci- 
ting that the act to incorporate the subscribers to the Missiasip- 
pi Union Bank had been passed by one Legislature, and, in 
conformity to the constiiution, had been published, and re. 
ferred to the next succeeding Legislature, which had passed 
and continmed the said original act; and that the same was ap- 


proved by the Governor, on the Sth day of February, 1838,— 
continues: “And whereas the said Legislature last above men- 
tioned passed an act entitled An act supplemental to an act to 


incorporate the subscribers of the Mississippi Union Bank, 
which was approved by the Governor, February 5th, 1838; and 
whereas the Governor of the State of Mississippi has, pursuant 
to the provisions of the said supplemental act, subscribed, in 
behalf of the said State, fifty thousand shares of the capital 
stock of said bank, and has executed twenty-five hundred bonds 
of the said State of Mississippi, for the sum of two thousand 
dollars each,’ &c. If truth can produce conviction, surely 
this question is now placed beyond cavil. 4th. Itis self-evi- 
dent, that the purchaser of the bonds had not only constructive, 
but actual notice, that the faith of the State could not be pledged 
under the constitution by an act of the Legislature, without a 
confirmation by the people; that the supplemental act had not 
been confirmed by the people; and that the bonds he purchased 
were issued “pursvant to the provisions of the said supple- 
mentary act!!’’--because this power of attorney to the com- 
miasioners is made part and parcel of his contract with them, 
and it contains a full statement of these facts. 

Mr. Gwin contended that the extract read by 
the Clerk from his colleague’s letter was the basis 
upon which the canvass in Mississippi, in the 
election of 1841, was founded. The question was 
not, “Shall the bonds be paid?” but, “Shall we 
assume them as the bonds of the State, and not 
provide for their payment by taxes? or shall we 
asset the unconstitutionality under which they 
were issued, and refuse to lay the tax, because it 
was not the debt of the State?” He stated the 
fact, that not a dollar of the money for which the 
bonds were sold had been received by the State; 
that the bonds were sold by agents of the bank, ap- 
pointed by authority of the unconstitutional sup- 
plement—the money received by the bank, and 
used by it. Nota dollar ever went into the State 
treasury, or was under the control of a State offi- 
cer; and the archives of the Siate show no evidence 
of the existence of any such obligation as due from 
the State. He further observed, that the State 
authorities had offered no obstraction to the bond- 
holders, if they wished to ‘seize the assets of the 
bank. In fact, they had publicly expressed a de- 


sire that this course should be adopted. 








GLOBE, 


Mr. G. said he diffefed with the statement of 
Governor McNatt as it regarded the worthlessness 
of these assets. He thought, if they were properly 
managed (as he had no doubt they would be, 
by the present board of assignees) that there 
would be a large surplus, after paying the 
circulation, to be applied to the liquidation 
of those bonds. In addition to these assets, there 
were also the mortgages of the stockholders for ten 
millions and a half of rea) estate—some of it the 
best in the State, and equal in productiveness to 
any on the face of the globe—which the first legal 
men in the State believed would be held liable at 
law for the payment of these bonds. He was no 
lawyer himself, and would not trust his own 
cpinion; but the one he now stated, had the sanc- 
tion of some of the ablest members of the bar in 
this c:untry. No obstruction had been thrown in 
the way of the bondholders, who wished to pro- 
ceed to foreclose these mortgages, and seize the 
assets proper of the bank, wh’ch, in the aggregate, 
exceeded fifteen millions of dollars; and which, 
if the property mortgaged was held liable, would 
more than pay the whole of the bonds, principal 
and interest. Thus those bonds, so much talked 
of, were really more likely to be paid than the 
bonds of those States which had paraded their res- 
olutions against repudiation before the country. 

Mr. G. said that he had alluded yesterday to the 
course the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. 
Apams] was reported to have pursued, during the 
negotiations at Ghent, on the subject of the navi- 
gation of the Mississippi river by British vessels. 
He did not believe that gentleman was now sincere 
in the apprehensions he had expressed. Blue 
lights had been beld out to our enemies during the 
last war, to designate the most exposed points of 
our territory. . 


The gentleman from Massachusetts may be 
pointed out as the finger-board, directing Great 
Britain to what he deems our weakest point of de- 
fence, He has declared that, in the event of war, 
or insurrection in the slave States, our slaves 
wou'd all become tree. The great object of his 
life seems pow to be, to bring about this result; for 
the accomplishment of which, the whole South will 
be drenched in blood. What more effectual as- 
sistance can he obtain in accomplishing his object 
than the power of Great Britain concentrated, on his 
suggestion, at the South, and sending her war 
steamers into the midst of the slave States of the 
Union? In this emergency, if the States call on 
the General Government for assistance—if the 
enemy shall excite insurrection among our slaves, 
according to the doctrines of the gentleman—they 
are all to become free; and his great object will 
thus be accomplished. Whether or not it was the 
intention of the gentleman from Massachusetts to 
bring about this result, his course en this subject 
is more likely to produce that effect than any other 
that could be suggested. ‘The alternative of war, 
if the State debts are not assumed, comes from a 
Representative on this floor, who once held the 
exalted station of Presideat of the United States; 
and will, at once, be taken up and acted on by 
Great Britain. It bas been contended that the cit- 
izens of other countries cannot understand the 
“metaphysical distinctions,” as the gentleman 
calls them, between the Federal and State Con- 
stitutions, They will no longer need authority on 
this side of the water on this subject, after the 
remarks delivered by that gentleman yesterday. 

The gentleman entertains much horror at the 
doctrine of State repudiation of debts which they 
had never contracted; yet he was the advocate of, 
and voted for, the bankrupt law, which established 
the most wholesale system of repudiation of honest 
and undispaied debts ever known in this or any 
oiher country. According to the gentleman’s theory, 
it is disgraceful for a State, in defence of her con- 
stitution, to refuse to assume a debt contracted in 
her name; yet itis proper and highly meritorious 
for citizens of that State—many or all—to repudi-° 
ate their honest debts, contracted" in accordance 
with the constitation and laws; in contracting 
which, they acknowledge they have received full 
value. He(Mr. G.) would give an instance in 
point, to show the practical operation of the gen- 
tleman’s theory of honorable repudiation of ac- 
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knowledged private debts, and dishonorable repo. 


diation of unacknowledged State debts, aT a 
A number of commercial houses in Liy 
and other parts of Europe, during the slonee — 
era of paper money from 1835 te 1840, e771 
agencies in Mississippi and Louisiana, for the — 
pose of advancing upon the crops of the planters s 
insure shigments to their houses. The com obligati 
tion in this line of business, as in most others shapes | 
carried to such an extent, that the agenis Of the I b 
houses, to secure the custom of the planters ai. gishonc 
vanced much more than the real value of the Col. ian 
ton. The result was, that these planters becam, = uaat 
indebted to the merchants in Europe—in many i, . has 
stances, to large amounts. Baring and Bro one 
for instance, became the holders of the Unpaid 4 
balances received in money by the planters, oye, whe h 
and above the price for which their cotton sojq value ry 
Baring and Brothers send over these claims {o, — 
collection; the planters, having become insoly 0 Mi 
go into bankruptcy, surrendering assets to th of = 
amount of ene cent, and thus pay their debts i lege A 
their creditors. This is all honorable and praig. ae M 
woithy, according to the theory of the gentlemar ME sondia 
from Massachusetts. But these same Bari Tee wi 
hold some of the bonds issued for the Union Bank MR janerer 
of Mississippi, which the people of the State, or , Mahe 
large majority of them, say were issued in viol MR toy 1 
tion of the constitution and Jaws, for which ra ‘ 
have never received a red cent; and, yet, becans , 
they do not step forward and assume this unay. said M 
thorized debt, for which they have got nothing who li 
the gentleman says the country is disgraced ani (me DAchin 
dishonored. a 
Mr. G. said he.could adduce even a stronger el 
case than the foregoing, which was one of actual aitemp 
occurrence. This celebrated Union Bank itself league 
became a great colton-broker. It advanced mil i jtyres t 
lions of dollars for cotton, at the rate of $60 per The 
bale of 400 pounds, (equal to 15 cents a pound) (Mr. G 
and shipped this cotton to the Barings, who ad- Mi not at ; 
vanced the bank upon it in money about $30 or §35 HM debt, 11 
per bale. The cotton was sold for less than this MM soon re 
advance, by considerably upwards of one hundred (Mr. G 
thousand dollars, as he (Mr. G ) bad been inform. G.’s) « 
ed, and believed. The bank broke, and has gone Hi Angus 
into bankruptey, and assigned its assets; yet ther I eorrap 
is no complaint against all this, and, according 0 Hi jnown 
the gentleman’s notion of bankrupicy, it is all hou HR know) 
est and honorable. But the same bouse of the MR more z 
Barings receives in hypothecation, from the Bankol of gs | 
the United States, upon which they loan said bank B® pounes 
money, certain bonds, purporting to be bondsof HM an act 
the Sta'e of Mississippi, unacknowledged by ihe BM yet he 
State, aud fer which she received nothing, no more HM this H 
than she did of the cotton-advances to the Union HR as apr 
Bank; yet, because a majority of her citizens de B® and m 
clare these facts, and refuse to impoverish thea: Hi upon } 
selves by taxation to pay those bonds, they are pro HR gentle; 
nounced by the gentleman from Massachuselis a BR bate i 
dishonest, and that they have disgraced their cout HR answe 
try. of a 
* large amount of exchequer bonds was forged mit 
not lorg since in Great Britain, and passed into HM ihey } 
the hands of innocent holders before the forgery The 
was detected. That Government has repudiale the gr 
them,—yet we hear no cry of disgrace or dishonor there 
against that nation for thus acting. The Stateol BAR point 
Mississippijcontends that, as these bonds were issued HB to be 





















in violation of her constitution and laws, they a 
no more operative than if they had been forged; 
yet she is branded with dishonor and disgrace fot 
not assuming the payment of them, because they 
are inthe hands of innocent holders. Great Brit- 
ain bas repudiated a part of her national debt, 
(which she does not contend was not paid to her,) 
by taxing the ineeme of those who hold her stocks 
One individual, whose annual income from inter 
est on Government stock was $100,000, now, since 
the passage of that law, gets but §80,000 clear 
from the same debt; yet no censure is cast by out 
moralists here upon that nation, for thus reput! 
ating an acknowledged debt; while Mississipp! § 
to be branded with infamy because she refuses 
tax her people to pay an unacknowledged debt, and 
for which she has received nothing. Wa 
of continertal money issued daricg the revolutiot 
ary war, and by the issuance of which the States wert 
enabled to gechieve their independence—counties 
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